Council should raise issues in-

“volving Islam with the.prime
“minister in.the absence of
Mushm representatlon m the ’

pa,nel
Mmlster in the Prime Mlms

ter’s Départment. Datuk ‘Seri -
‘Nazri Aziz said this may. be-
“necessary as Muslims did not -

want tositon‘the council. *
“The alternanve would be

and issues. with the pr

ing ‘to ‘points raised by
duringthe debate on th
Address.
“He said the’ prlme

: bemg the head of governt

and leader of the country, was:

in a position to do something
about ‘matters raised hy the
_council.

“He-can take action on their

concérns: or provide answers:

onissues réaised by them. Heis -

* the best person for the IFC to::
deal wit

Nazri - said “the Malaysmnf‘

Consultative Council on-Bud-
" dhism, Christianity, Hinduism, -

Sikhism and Taoism was cur-
 rently meeting the prime Inin-

ister on an ad-hoc basis. o

.- “Maybe this a,rrangement «

“could be formalised with the
proposed -IFC . meeting -the
prime minister twice a year t to
bring upissues or concerns.”

On the absence of Muskim. .
representation in the council,

he said Muslims did not want

tosit on the panel.-

THE proposed Inter-Faith

minister,” he said while \reply- :

n Ree orts by
asudevan, -
- Fay Angela D'Cruz and
Mazlin a Mahmood

H 8 sa_ld no one could force

goverhment or. ministers for

- refusing to support. the FC
“and ensure Muslim pa.rtlclpa-' -

tlon

‘He pointed out it was pohtl-
~cally impractical for. Muslim-
ministers “as the TFC ‘did not .
1};31‘: the support of the Mus-

"“Take me for example I
have 70 per cent Muslim “or

" Malay voters in my constituen-

¢y who are bound to regisier

“their unhappmess at the ballot -

‘box,

“Of .course, the remaming
30 per cent of voters may ap-
‘prove if I supported the IFC,”
he told Lim, stressing - that
practical political considera-

tions also had to be taken 1nto _

account.-

“If. my. constltuents don t:
want the IFC what am I todo?

0 do so against their . -
- wﬂl zrisaid it was notright
“for the opposition to blame the

Don’t blame me Dont blan;e

| The prl‘me mlnlster can
take actlon on their

concerns or prowde_f" 5
_answers on issues ‘ralsed

Datuk ‘Séri Nazri Aziz:

: Minister in the
ane Mmlster s Department -

ministers. Blame the voters,”
he:told opposition leader Lim

“KitSiang.© .
On claims by Lim tha.t the
leadership of the country had

‘steadily become intolerant of
other religions-after indepen-

dence; he said said this was an
incorrect assumption.

- “Just *because there is- no
Muslim_ participation in" the

* IFC does not mean the govern- -
, ment is in’tolerant or msens'
,,tlve , .

.On “Dr Tan Seng Giaw's
(DAP-Kepong) contention that

Muslim ‘participation-in- the

: IFC was required to help the -
panel act as a forum to settle

- sensitive issues, Nazri said the:
IFC could still bring their con- -

- \Component party chiefs are
--also memhers of the ‘cabinet -

: :rhe cabinet.” will

ir v1ews and -ob-

cerns to the prime minister.

On Lim’s statement that ef-
forts were afoot to allegedly -

align several ‘civil-laws wi

Syariah, Nazri said he had not’ -

peard of any such move.

“and .§
T consulef

Lim had alleged that foday's
abinet meetmg would be d1s- e

cussing a paper on the matter

- Later in the lobby, Nazri said

he had not seen or -heard

“ about such a cabinet paper. -
“Even if-it was to be dis-
" ciissed, -this' does. not ‘mean

that- it would be 'approved.

iections.

such proposa

*#“Muslim ministers wﬂl also ~
: wa,nt to give’ thelr lnput on any
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