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KOTA KINABALU: Chwam .

ister Datuk Seri Musa Aman is

_inno hurry to fill the post of
deputy chief minister vacated-.

by Tan Sri Chong Kah Kiat,

He .said  Chong’s replace- -

‘ment could be amny Barisan

Nasional "assemblyman, not -
necessarily from- the Liberal -
'DemocraucParty(IDP)Where _

~ Chongis anadviser.
““We have time and when the

. time comes (to fill up the post); .

" we will think it over.

- “I.will discuss the matter-

(vacancy) ‘with my colleagues
: in the’ BN  and -Umno,” Musa

" “said at a press conference on -

his arrival at the Kota Kina-
balu
yesterday.
- Musa was in Kuala Lumpur

attending a two-day confer- -

encetoimprove the public ser-
“vice delivery system.

In a show of support for the -
chief minister, a large crowd -
of state BN component party

* leaders, state ministers and -
assistant ministers welcomed

‘him at the airport. -~ -

Among them were Parti -

'Bersatu Sabah - president

Datuk Seri Joseph = Pairin -
Kitingan, Sabah Umno secre- -

tary ‘Datuk .Yahya-Hussein,

- Sabah MIC ehief Datuk V. Jothi

‘and  Parti:-Bersatu. Rakyat
Sabah deputy president Datuk
Ellron Angin.

Chong, 59, who was also the

tourism, culture and environ-

‘ment minister; tendered his
resignation from the Sabah-
cabineton Friday. His resigna- -
tion takes effect tomorrow.- = -

Internanonal Alrport g i '
- * Datuk Seri Musa Aman describes his. relat|onsh|p with Tan. Sri
- Chong Kah Klat as very good’ ‘ .

He had oﬁéred N0’ Teasons

for his sudden decision to quit-

but the talk is:that he had an

‘uneasy Workmg relatlonslup
-withMusa: -

Assistant- Tourism, Culture
“and Environment = Minister -
- Datuk KamnBuJangwﬂltem-
porarily - -oversee: the rlmnmg ,
-of the ministry. *

“He(Karim BUJang) has the'l

experience tomanage the dai-

ly operatlons of the ministry

for the time bemg, Musa said.

facturing.
Musa,: who sa.ld he had no

problems with Chong, is pre-,
“pared to meethim. -:
“Iftherels aneed to (meet), T

will ca]lh1m ”

Musa said- 1t was not unusu-
al for ‘a cabinet member to
quit, citing the example of Kal-
abakan “assemblyman . Datuk
Abdul - Ghapur Salleh, who -
stepped down as deputy chlef
mmlster in1999. :

-On Chong s contenﬁon thax )
he was resigning ‘on a matter
of principle, Musa said every-

“one, including himself and -
~other BN leaders ‘had thelr .
pnn(:lples -

Tourism is"oneof the three
main focus areas of the siate’s -
development -agenda, “along
with agriculture and manu-

*Musa; who. described hisre-,

“latiopship with Chong as “very-

good”, said they-had no prob--
lemis when dlscussmg matters
in the state cabinet. -

- Musa also said that BN’
preparation for the general

< ‘election would not be affected

by Chong’s Tresignation..
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