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, KUALA LUMPUR: With over

1.2 hillion viewers tuning into ~

* the Monsoon Cup last year, the
sailing event surpassed a.ll ex-
pectations. -

Despite:’ only being organ-
ised for the second time, the

- 2006 event yielded an invest-
‘ment return.ef RM295 million,
almost 15 times’ the- amount

ment were very high com-
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pared with other international - :

sporting events, such as the -

Olympic - Games, - Fifa: World

Cup, Rugby World Cup, For- -

mula One Grand Prix and the .

Commonweah;h Games:.

Thereport was prgpa.red by .

independent - auditor . Brand
Advantage = Australi

“The ..

Monsoon Cup began in 2605,

putting” Pulau’ Puyong “in-

Terengganu on th

* Geremony yesterday,

Minister - Datuk Sert Tengku'

* Adnan. ‘Tengku--Mansor ‘said

the return on uwesiment had-
d

tewgership of the. hve telecast
and highilights of the event also
increased by.80 per cent from
the previous year. =~ -
* “The returns on the govern-
ment’s investment in the event
are good for Terengganu and
Malaysia as a whole and with

it, we can begin to chart out

“what vve cando for events this

.- year.”

Tengku Adnan said that the
ministry was hoping to turn
‘Malaysia into a sports tounsm
destination: :

“The European Comm]ssmn

Report estitnated that global-.
" ly, sports tourism could gener-

atea y1e1d of US$1.3: trillion.

cals to take up. saﬂmg The lo-
< cal boat-bmldmg mdustry was.

~thisyear.

“People-are: ﬂoc]ﬂ:ﬂg to Te- "
.Tengganu during the monsoon
" season instead of bypassmg it,

~"and ‘we are seeing-a. Tesur- .

_gence of economie and social
act1v1t1es thankstotheevent.” .
“The report presentation cer-
-emony was graced by Yang di-
Pertuan Agong Tuanku Mizan
Zainal - Abidin. Also present
“were Youth and Sports Minis-
ter - Datuk . Azalina . Othman
- Said, AirAsia group chiefexec-
utive: officer Datuk Tony Fer- -
nandez and Brand Advantage ,

- managing director John Elliot.’

“This year’s Monsoon .Cup .
m]lbeheldﬁ'omNOVZStoDec
2 in Pulau. Duyong, Kuala
Terengganu :
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