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PUTRAJAY, , )
LimKen, as vowed o
keep *“my big mouth shut”
when he steps down as Ger-
_'akan chief next week — but
‘only if party leaders donotask
“for hisopinions. <.
+.-If"they do as they want to,

quacious leader from speaks
ing his mind'like he has for the
- past four decadesin-politics.

“"Malaysians are.’-definitely
~man for Jalong; Perak

going to hear from the medical

practitioner whose- pithy and .

down-to-earth - = comments

“have enthralled generationsof -

§ ;Malaysiansf; s

~ “Ifthe party asks for advice
‘will give it:If not; I will keep my -

‘big mouth shut. Who am I to-
dictate to the party?” he told

Teporters at a Press conference -
‘to'talk about his retirement. < -
' ~For-many, littlé"is expected’
-to change following the feisty .

- leader’s decision with the ex-
ception of the fact that he will
no longerlead the party. ..

handpicked successor; Tan Sri

Dr'Koh Tsu Koon, is net ex-
‘pected to change things'in the -

_party,norin.governinent. -
*'While he is leaving it to Koh
and Prime MinisterDatuk Seri

‘Abdiillah Ahmad Badawi. to -

‘determine his-position in the
‘Cabinet, it is unlikely that he
will stay out of decision-mak-
ing atnational-level. -

_“If they want me. to serve -

until: the” end-of my term as
_minister, 1 will, but will not
stand for. elections anymore

ng is goinig to stop the lo--

‘say that I refused to step down.
It has taken seven years as the.

. party wanted another person

“i4o take over from my deputy -

after that.” -

. “If they want me to go, I will l

go. Position is' not, important,

. contribution to the party-and

the nationis,” Dr-Lim said.

 The 68-year-old, who- ac- -

knowledges to being “loud and

~ colourful” will officially hand
~over-the réins to Koh next Sun-
~day, which i$ also his birthday,
-at_an extraordinary general -

meeting,” - G P
Dr Lim, who'wasnot in gov-
ernment for six years after be
i ty chiefin 1980.d

0ming party ¢l ge-"
spite being the state as‘semblg/é :

held-on to, such as putting con-
tributionabove ‘position, and

.- Dr Lim said he had ‘wanted
to step down since 2000 and
asked the party to look for a

’successor, “but itwas the déle-.

The  Energy, - Water .and
‘Communications - Minister’s -
‘decision to. make way Tor his -

gates who wanted me to stay
onaspresident”. - - -

~ “It is net true for people to

{Kerk Choo- Ting). And that
personwasKoh.” - o
~ ' As for Koh, he has nothing
but respect for the leader who

has carved-a niche for himself:
with his quiet yet forceful style -

of politics... .

" “] am confi dén'tftjl\l‘at' he will

“do well. 1t is best to leave the
‘partywhenitisstable.”  logu ngly that our mul- -
- -After stepping down as presi- nraclalsocletyneedstobeta]lmg

'upholding the party’s ideology
to create.a just and equitable
‘Malaysian society.” o

University and to set up the Na-

tional Dialogue Initiative (Nadi)
-forum. ;

“Nadi will be attached to the

" university as & forum for inter-
racial and inter-religious - dia--

logue. Heel strongly that our mul -

Energy, Water and Communications Minister Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yai
for.retirement. » ' , v ' )

~dent, Dr Lim plans to be mqfe
active as chairman of the Ger- -
“akan-sponsored Wawasan Open

to each other more, notjustwithiﬁ

our own racial groups.
and creating a Malaysian con-’
sciousness or a Bangsa
Malaysia needs to.be contin-
ued,-and Gerakan has the in-
tellectual capacity to deal with
these: issues in a non-racial
manner.”. o

Dr Lim said he would use his

“Issues like national umty

‘experience in politics to help
~.the various races discuss sen-

sitive - issues - behind closed

doors.

" “Whether Nadiis effective in

" changing national policy, we'll

wait and see. But it will be a
success if we can get the differ-
ent races to have a dialogue

with each other aboutks",ensi-‘

tive issues.”

k clearing up his paﬁerwofk at his office as he prepares

If there is 'anything that has

" disappointed him, it is that the

Bangsa Malaysia spirit has not
been fully achieved. .
“I regret that after 50 years

(of independence) we could _
" notinstil a greater sense of na-
‘tionalism among the people.”

_ His parting words: “As.they

-say in cricket, I have had a

good innings.”
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