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problems.

“l am very unhappy with th1s kind of thmg I
get very angry when new buildings have such
defects. Surely, something’s-not right here.

“] want to know if the defect was there -

when ‘the building was built,” Datuk- Seri

Abdullah Ahmad Badawi told newsmen yes-

terday. -

He'said the Public Works Department had :

_been asked to investigate the defects in detail.”

“We will take action if there is any wrong-

doing,” he said after launching the Malaysra
Anti- Corruptron Academy. : :

A burst pipe caused havoc at the RM200mil -

Immigration Department headquarters on

_ being suspended.
Opeérations ' resumed
when power ‘supply w

estored - from the

fourth floor downwards, which enabled trans-
actions involving passport investigations and

visa and permit applications.

in Putrajaya should alse be:checked, Abdullah
said one ‘of the weaknesses of government

departments ‘was that they lacked a bu1ld1ng ;

mamtenance culture

" building, you must insp
something wrong,” he said. ’

The prime minister added that maintenance
and constant checks were important to pin-
point defects in_buildings qu1ckly and rectlfy
them 1mmechatoly

“If there is' no maintenance or scheduled

- 1nspect10ns then a small defect at the begin-

ning can develop mto a major one later on,” he -

said.

Meanwhlle consultant engineer Stanley-:
Y.W. Yong said abnormal vibrations might

have caused the 32mm pipe to ‘break, causing
the massive flooding in the seven-storey burld—
ing.

He said the vibrations might have resulted
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Tupset over burst plpe eplsode

: expressed anger over what happened to the.
- Immigration . Depart ent - headquarters i
“Putrajaya, saying that something must be. .|
“wrong.for a new bulldmg to run 1nto such' .

: ‘,DATUK SERI ABDULLAH AHMAD BADAWI

»But even ifit is a
new bUIldlng; you
must inspect it to see
if there is somethmg
5wrong« L ‘

: r:,‘ e

from"a’stdd
- “irregutar of
“pump i the

_that “loud noise
- pipes a day beft

9am yesterday,a

* with the “desrgn and-ins
Th

ge in water.pressure due to
~of the basement water

anice company staff had
foldings (PJH) yesterday
rere heard coming fromthe
- incident. . :

““Suspecting. vrbratrons on the pipes, we ver-

 ified it this meorning by carrying out tests.
Wednesday, resulting . in dally operatrons .

“The timing of -t
found to be too high:
and the pipes back to the manufacturer to con-
duct lab tests. - :

“We have-yet to determme whether the
pipe or the water pump, or both, caused the

: U'pump ‘was also

.~ massive flooding,” he told a press conference.
Askéd whether other government’ burldmgs‘ '

“Yong said that the- pipes were properly

 installed and-there weré no-signs of “people
‘hanging on to 1t nor were there signs of it

bemg cut”.
‘He also said that there was nothmg wrong
I tlon ‘of the prpes

pip
~not at the joint but a few millimetres. away,

which is at the weakest point. In fact, the part
of the pipe glued inte the shoulder was sull '

- 1ntact," he said. -

- Yong said an estimated: 10 000 gallons of /
water had rained down the building for about

_seven hours before it was detected.-

“If the incident had happened during the
day, the leak would have been detected earlier
and the extent of the damage to the building
could have been minimised.

“Repairs would have then taken a few hours
and it would have cost only RM200,” he said.
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