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KuALATLUMPUR All Ma|ay31ans must:
d promote the integrity of the'
onstitution, the Raja Muda of | Perak, ,

~said yesterday.
~RajaNazrin Shah put this item atthe top of
alist of seven things Malaysia has to do.to

ensureit contmuesto be successful at nation-.

building. -

and lrehglqn have a place in this nationi, and

: society must recognise that they share a

common home and responsablhty 1o build the
nation together. -
“Malaysians of all races; rehgions and geo—

: gtaphlc locations need to believe beyond a

shadow of a doubt that they have a place
under the Malaysian sun,” he said.

"Only when each citizen believes he or she .
has a-common home and is working towards -
a common destiny, will-he or she make the -

- s~ sacrifices needed for the fong haul.”
He said aH Malayswans regardless of race .

He said the Federal Constitutlon the -
Rukun Negara and Vtsnon 2020 encapsulated

therights, hopes and aspnrations of the

peo ple:

He stressed that the: mtegrlty of these
documents, especially the CQnStItuthI’l must-
be defended:and promofed. .

Raja:Nazrin saig.this in his keynote B
address at the Yourig Malaysians’ Round-
table Dlscussmn G;M\tatxonat Unity and’

ChaHenges for Nation Building -
The dlscussmn was organised by the Bar
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-Council's National Young Lawyers

Committee and Asian Strategy

and Leadership Institute’s Centre ~

for Public Policy Studies.

“The other six items on Raja .

Nazrin's list are:

¥ In seeking solutions to prob-
lems in nation-building, do not-

assume away problems.
“Nation-building is required pre-
cisely because there are stark
differences within society. There
will, therefore, be chauvinistic
groups in this country, just as there
are in others. They will fight the
idea of national unity, block social
change and try to be polmcally
dominant,” hesaid. -

He said the existence of such
groups meant that society must
be prepared to “negotiate our way
through and around these differ-
ences”.

“We can, for example, create
social movements that aimto
enlighten and.dissuade popular
support being given to them.”

s Nation-building requires

accommodationand (:ompro- .

. mlse Sl
“In our haste tobe prescrlptl\,e

we should not be soidealistic that -
we are mcapable of also being -

‘practical,” Raja Nazrin said.
: To.seek the best solutions,
society should be prepared to

“Sacrifice some part af our posi-'

tions for the good of the whole”.

oo Avoid enforced solutions.
““Nation building is-effectively ren-

dered null-and void by coercion or
thethreat of violence. ‘Might' can- -
not and must not be shown-to be
‘right’ . if selutions cannot be found
within the political and social struc-
tures, there will be temptation tore-
sort to illegitimate ways and means.”

¥ Be open, tolerant and for-
ward-looking

“Only by being inclusive and par-
ticipative can the various sectors
of our society be productively

“engaged. It follows that all forms

of extremism, chauvinism, racism
and isolationism must be guarded
against. They must be soundly
sanctioned socially, politically and,
if necessary, also legally,” he said.

¥». Nation-building is ' a
process; not an outcome

It takes time and persistence to
build a nation. "Where there is no

“trust, trusthas to be built. Where
‘there is no cooperative network;

one has to.be established. Building

on layers of folindation is the only

way to ensure the process is solid
and sustainable,” Raja Nazrin'said. -

#» political, social and econo-
mic incentives mast reward
good hehaviour, penalise bad.
“The incentives for building up a

‘hation must be greater and more -

compelling than breaking it down.
The price of racial and cultural

. intolerance must be made prohib-

itively hlgh he said. -
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