Be colour-blind .. -

l\/lalay31ans of all races and rehg10ns have a place in this country Sharlng a

commondestlny‘, we must put our shoulder. to the yoke and work to build

the nation, in particular preserving the national unity we have enjoyed

through 50 years of nationhood. Gwen our plural cornposmon itisa

dlﬂicult task but it must be done for fallure vvould prove too costly The Ra]a

Muda of Perak , Raja Nazr1nShah tells of the ways to-do this in his keynote

‘ address atthe Young Malays1ans’ Roundtable D1scuss1on on National Unity

and Development on Tuesday Here is the full text of his speech A

N

Religionis. -

 not the
" cause of societal
dystrophy; it'is
the antidote. It is

a social stabiliser

that allows
believers to
.. reconnect to
values that are
Jast being lost in
today’s ever more

materialistic and

selfcentred
werld.”: "

er.the keynote address at this
Roundtable Discussion ‘on National

-Unity and Development in Malaysia:
- Challenges and Prospects for Nation -

Building. I am always happy to take

partin an event where there are many -
young informed Malaysians. I find that

this.is time well spent. Not only does
it give me a chance to share my
thoughts but it also lets me do a bit
of opinion research among the
younger generation. ;

We like to say that our youth are
the future of this country, but then we

- proceed to ignore or marginalise
. them. We want our future generations ~
“to be able to think and act-wisely,
. buit then we do-not give them suffi-
. -cient opportunities to do.so.

In my view, this is not a good
way to prepare those who will take
our place. If the young are to be
good leaders and citizens, they must

be exposed to morethan just-

abstract concepts. Even those nation

.states which have failed miserably -

have had great politicdl ideals.
1.believe that good -and, upright

“ITis my pleasure to be here to dehv— ~ leadership must be demonstrated It

has to be both taught and observed
at work. Then, those who are found
to be able, must be mentored by those
who dre capable. In this way, suc-

“cess can be learned and r_epliCate‘d.

Finally, th

ep%]ung must be given
responsibilities

ey can handle. They

should be allowed to make mistakes

along the way as part of their overall
learning process. I[f we do these things,

" our actions will echo loudly into the
" future.

My address this morning is on
the challenges and prospects of
nation-building, a topic that is of the
greatest and gravest importance.
Nation-building is essential to nation-

_al unity which lies at the heart of what

this couniry -was, is and will be..

With the passage of time, it seems’

that we are starling to forget this and
it is imperative that we do not. In the
time available, I:hope to-say enough
to provide some fuel for the discus-

sions to follow. It is my eainest wish .

that you will .gain some further per-

-'spectives. on the nature of nation="

-place in the midst of grea?domest]c

by papermg over deep social and polit-
- ical-rifts is, of course, easier said

g _thing'of a rarity ‘and a case te be
- stdied,ifnot emulated. It has allowed
) relatwely effective system of gover-

erate on specific actionable ways to
further it in this country.
_Confucius insisted that language
must be properly used if things are
o getdone, if justice is not to go astray,
and if people are not to “stand about

.in helpless-confusion”. He disapproved

of those who misused words to hide
their true intentions and actions. -,
So what exactly is nation-build-

_ing? Noit surprisingly, there are
" many definitions, some which-differ

by a litile and others by guite a:lot.
In his book, The Making of a Nation,
for example, Prof Cheah Boon
Kheng defined it as “both economic
progress and soc1o-polltlca] -integra-

"tion of a nation, that is prospenty .

and national umty”

-This captures What are hopefu]ly
the two end-results of nation build-
ing, but it makes no mention of its
nature and process. I prefer the
more common understanding, which
is that itis the use of stale power across
different dimensions to-ensure thata
couniry is politically stable and viable
in the long term. These.dimensions

include ethnicity and religion.

As a brief footnote,. it should be
noted that nation-building is a heat- .
ed and even hated notion in some

.parts of the world. The main reasons

for this are, first, that it is taking

turmoil -and, second, ‘that it is. pri-
Inarl],y 1nmated and managed by for—
eign powers.™

'Il'ymg to cobblea: funchomng state

than.done. Hlstory has shoWn us, time
and again, ‘that it is much easier to
reak down, rather than build up,

: natlons

“In the case of- Malays1a nation-
bmldlng has occurred in‘generally

tile e ofthe gun: has made us some- ;

s ‘such: as_ifli eracy, poverty and

- poor health has been good. -

. “There is, of-course; much more

that can be done Ourinstitutions of

governance are far from perfect and
quality improvements will probably

: océupy us for atleast the next 50 years, .

Raja :Nazrin is greeted by Malaysi'an; Bar

Coungcil president Ambiga Sreenevasan .
on arrival at the Bar Council premises in
Kuala Lumpur for, the function.




if not longer. N evertheless, for all the
criticisms that have been made, it is
only common sense that we could not
have survived, let alone prosper, these
last 50 years if government institu-
tions had not been responsive or effec-
tive.

So, what are the central challenges
{o nation-building going forward?
Let me speak first more generally
about the world, and then move specif-
ically to Malaysia. :

To my mind, there are ‘many
challenges, but one that stands out
most is that of having to balance the
need for change with that of. conti-
nuity. f ) -
Globalisation, in particular, has
unleashed sweeping economic,
political, social and cultaral transfor-
mations that have weakened nation-
al institations, values and norms. I .
is as if all'the boats on the ocean had ;
suddenly-lost their anchors, rudders
and compasses overnight. M

Naturally, this has produced a
strong reaction in the form of a
desire to. preserve identity, character
and tradition. These are among the
strongest motivations known 1o
mankind and have been at the fore- -
ground or background of practi-
cally every conflict that has ever -
been Waged. Add to this, a deep
sense of deprivation, powerless-
ness and injustice, both real and
imagined, and the tension between
change and continuity mounts greatly.

Managing change on a national level-is
never easy, and certainly not on the scale -
and speed that we are witnessing. Multi-eth-
nic-countries-have to be especially watchful,
and particularly if they have a weak sense of
national collective identity. P .

In the absence of a strong binding nation-
alism, they are prone to polarisation and com-
petition along ethno-religious lines, The state,
which may well start out by, being a rela-
tively honest broker, can become increasingly
pressured to act in ways that favour the
interests of one group over another.

Kthe pendulum swings too far in one direc-
lion, dissatisfaction and frustrations will
inevitably result. These can be expressed in’
ways that range from passive non-coopera-
tion to active opposition and even violent con-
flict. To' a large extent; this has led to the
‘fragmentation of states. - :

Countries need to recognise the larger
macro forces at work and understand their
implications. They have to engage credtively
to ensure that there are sufficient investments .
in social capital and cohesion. They must cre-
ate and capitalise on cooperative systems with-
in societies.. -~ - . )

In recent times, it has become usual to
try and plaee the blame for the disintegrat-
ing state of world affairs on. the doorstep of
‘religion. This is a misunderstanding of the
first order. Religion is not the cause of soci-
etal dystrophy; it is the antidote. It is a social
stabiliser that allows believers to reconnect
to values that are fast being lost in today’s ever
more materialistic and self-centred world.

Michael
for Publi

What does Malaysia have to do te ensure "

that it continues to be successfil. ai nation-~~~
building? Psychologists say that our short-
term memory can only hold seven items. Let
me outline seven guidelines that I think will i
have tg be borne
building efforts. - e
»FIRST, Malaysians of all races, religions,
‘and geographit locations need to believe -
bey radow of a doubt that they have a

place under the Malaysian’ sun; Only-when '~

each citizen believes that he or shé has a com-’
mon home and is working towards a coms-
mon destiny, will he orshe make the saeri-:
fices needed for the long haul. s

“In Malaysia, the Federal Constitution, the -

Rukun Negara and Vision 2020 encapsulate -
the rights; hopes and aspirations-of the pop:
ulation in-a way thatno other documents do
The integrity of these documents- must-be .

" defended and promoted, especially the first,
» SECOND, when we:seek solutions to
_problems in nation-building, we must be care-

ful -not to assume away problems. Nation=""

building is required precisely because ther
are stark differences within society. If we all -

walked, talked and thought the
‘probably not be needed.

There will therefore be chauvinistic groups .

in this country, just as there.are in othier,
They will fight the idéa of national unity, bleck:
social change and try to be politically domi=""

Raja Nazrin with (from Ieft) Bar Council
president Ambiga Sreenevasan, ASLI
~chief executive officer Datuk Dr

Sri Ramon Navaratnam.

in mind in future nation-

same, it would . -

Yeoh and chairman, Centre
iC Policy Studies of ASLI, Tan

R

£

nant. The existence of these groups, howev- 6 From birth,; we should betaught io

er, does not mean that nation-building is a
tutile’ exercise.

It does mean that we must be prepared.to -

megotiate our way through and around these

differences. We can, for example, create social -

movements that aim to enlighten and dis-
suade popular support being given to them.

»THIRD, nation-building requires accom-

~modation and eompromise. In our haste to
be prescriptive, we should not be so idealis-
tic that we are incapable of also being prac-
tical. We should not allow perfection to be the
enemy of.the good. Yes, we should seek the
best solutions and expect the highest stan-
dards of performance. . :
But we should also be: prepared to sacri-
fice some part of. our positions for the good
of the whole. The virtues of pure self-inter-
est are largely a myth. What seems 1o be a
-reality is that individuals end up worse off

when they act out of self-interest, as opposed.

‘1o acting in their collective group interests.
»FOURTH, if nation-building is-to be suc-—
cessful, enforced solutions must be avoided.
Nation-building is effectively rendered null
and void by coercion or the threat of violence.
Might cannot, and must not, be shown to be
right. if solutions cannot be found within the
" political and social structures, there will be
a strong temptation to resort to illegitimate
ways and means. , " .- -
» FIFTH, nation-building occurs when
society is open, tolerant and forward-looking,

So important are ‘these values that they are

embedded in Vision 2020’ nine strategjc chal-
-lenges, as are those ‘of matire democracy,
caring society and inpovation. Only by being

inclusive and: participative can the-various -
“sectors of our society be productively engaged; - -

It follows: that all forms of extremigm
‘vinism, racism and isolationis
guardedagainst. They must begbundt
tioned socially, politically andfs
also legally. . 0
~ » SIXTH, nation-building®
rather than an outcome. When )
ed off 50 years ago, there werdl!

2 start-

- Mistakes were made. and, to-a greater or -

lesser extent, lessons have been learned;:

>

- work; ene has to be established. Building on

‘“layers of foundation is 'ihe‘bnkly way to-
_ ensure that the process is:soli

_able;
e

nomic incentives. must reward. good behav-

lour and penalise bad: I knnow that this state- :
self-evident, bul it+is a fact

ment js,'viftua]lx 1
that. many countries-are as likel
goo’d? behaviour as 1o reward. it;

~Ahere are benefits for corruption; the

o punish

15°a real-cost to being hionest. The incentives

for building up a nation must be ‘greaterand

¥ respect and honour each other’s
culture and heritage. Learning to interact
with others is part of this process. Playing
with children of otherraces on the -
playground and in friends’ homes, we learn
1o go beyond the colour lines earlyin life”

_allis’a costly option.

more compelling than breaking it down.
The price of racial and cultural intoler-
ance must be made prohibitively high.

I believe fostering national unity is the
responsibility of every Malaysian, However,
schools, institutions of higher learning
and sports centres have-avery special role
to play. This is because the sense of
! national unity is best inculcated in the

young. e

Through textbooks, sports and inter-
| action, educators should eliminate ethnic
stereotypes. Through the imaginative
f | teaching of the history ¢f Islamic,

& Chinese and Indian civilisation; educators
t could foster greater understanding among
f | diflerent ethnic groups. i

’ “is Said thatjt takes a village to raise
a child. T believe this is true. To me, the
village comiprises three main institutions
- family, school and community. - .

From birth, we.shoiild be taught to
respect and honour &ach other’s culture
-and-heritage. Learning to interact with
others. is part of-this Pprocess. Playing
with children of other races on the play-
ground and in friends’ homes, we learn
to go beyond the colour lines early inlife.
In school we. shoulde tanght about other
-cultures and beliefs under the same roof
as-others of different ethnic groups -
once again cutling through the colour lines,

I 'am aware that there are many
Malaysians who are deeply troubled 4t the -
state of national unity in this country. What
T'have tried to do today'is disabuise you of
the notion. that there are any “quick fix”
solutions in- nation-building, :

If you look closely enough at any'country,

- even those that are regarded today as highly suc-

cessful,'such as Japan, you will find there have
been épisodes in their past where events were

-.very tendous.

L'hope we will do our best to guérd against

-cynicism and hopelessness. And Thope we will

all stay the course, Failure, may I remind you

werahio examples
‘1o study."There were Tio. manuals to follow;’

A sense of impatierice is*perhaps’

aperative nef--

d and.sustain- :

itical; social and €co=,

Afterall, if -
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