KUALA LUMPUR Irfitated and fed up wnhthe eon-
stant heckling over the toll increase issue, Works
Minister Datuk Seri S. Samy vellu says his ministry is
_only a "tool” (alat) of the Economic Planning Unit
(EPU).
“The EPU under the Prime Mmlster S Department
_may have 0 take full charge of all matters related to
hlghway projects in the future,” he said. :
; “1cannot allow my ministry to cohtinue to be the

scapegoat ... I'did not make any decision on the appll-

. cations by the (highway) companies.
‘ “All of these (decisions) were made-by the EPU
They. submit proposalsto the cabinet and the cabinet

Safﬁy Vellu was res| ondmg toa supplementary‘

question by Datuk Tan Lian Ho (BN Buk|t
A

-said the governmey

newsdesk@thesundéily.com

Gahténﬁ) who asked for the rationale of the toll

- hikes: His reply wasmetwith a n0|sy responsefrom

the MPs.

" Opp03|t|on Leader Limn Kit Siang (DAP-lpoh
Timur) then said that since the ministry is only:
EPU’s “tool"”, the final deciding authority such as the
premler should be present to answer the questlon .

“Samy Vellu retorted: “Your questionris 150% out
of the original question. This is not a political game.

“You think | am scared of the final authormes I,
amnot scared atall.”

There weremore boos. - -

To arother supplermentary ques’uon from Datuk
Kamaruddin JaffaptPAS-Tumpat), Samy Vellu
Jathised” with the people
nsatlon of RM2 btlhon to

and thus’nad pai d

one) Justlet the people suffer. But we. gantdo that.
We have to take care of the people,” tie Said. -
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