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MAIAYSIA and Russm wﬂl co- 0p-
~erate to foster peace and securlty

at globaland regionallevels. =~
" Prime Minister Datuk Seri Ab- -

- dullah- Ahmad Badawi’ said the

~ two _countries have exce]lent CO=" )

operatlen at the level of regmnal
‘relations in the context of Russia’s .
_.engagement . with Malay51a

through the Asean dialogue pro-

~cess and: the Asean Reglenal Fo--
rum.

tlens o peace and stablhty in.
~‘Southeast Asia. ‘Malaysia looks
femard to bringing our b]lateral
relatlens 1o new higher levels as
- we celebrate the 40th: anmversary
of d1p10ma11(: relatlons w1th Rus-
s1a

He sa1d a jOlIlt commjssmn wﬂl

also be established to quickly i im-_

plement programmes agreed up-
~on attheleaders meeting.

- The commission would meet
“once & year, alterna;tely in Russw, o

and Malaysia.

"~ Abdullah- made the proposal |

“We Value Rus51a S - centrlhu- .

when he met Russmn Presulenb .

terday durmg hlS three day V]s1t to
Mescow T

‘Putin said Russm Was keen 011

such a commission, saying thathis
meetmg with Abdullah was to
- reaffirm. and expand the four-

- decade-old relata(ms hetween
Kuala Lumpur and the Kremlin.
~ “We have been able to build 2 a
strong friendship based on mutual
respect We are confident that we '’
-arein a positionto advance the re-
laﬂenshlp,”’Putm said.. =

" Putin also expressed hlS cenﬁ-
dence ~that trade -between
Malay51a and Russm, Wﬂl expand..

“Malaysia . is  Russia’s largest
tradmg partner in Asean with bi- -
- lateral ' trade between the two
- countries amounting to- US$1 1
“-billion (RM3. 8 billion) last year
"' and the first quarter of this year.

“has cha,lked up a 2 6 per cent ex-.

pansion.
Malayslan natlonal 01] cerpora- _.

;f_tlen Petronas, is currently werk-- |
"~ ing jointly with Russia’s G

I’GIII

g in developing several gas fields i in
. Asia. Petronas is a shareheld,er in

.Russ1a S ol eempany “Rosneft,"
i";-'lrhel I

ing a stake of just above one
.per cent, valued at shghtly more
--than US$1 billion. - -
Abdullah. sald the meetmg mth
Putm has opene

theenerwsecter R
He sald both countrtes a.l.se

2o f_}_.

__ *'-.;ments including these on invest--
-~ ment, avoidance of double taxa-.

Russmn PreSIdent Vladlmlr Putln (Ieft) welcemmg Prlme Mlmster Datuk Sen Abduilah Ahmad Badaws at

the Kremhn yesterday — Bernama plcture

We have been
able to bunld a.
strong frlendshlp
based on mutual

Vladtmlr Putm

: Russ:an Presrdent

:for Russia - te -

‘_ K

‘Malaysiar

- sporismen and spertswomelr and- -
~help in the development ef sports -

medlcme in‘the country.

~ Inhisspeech during a state han—-
quet hosted by -Putin; -Abdullah.
~said Malaysm wanted te expand_j
d up new areas: of - economic relations with Rus
pessmle co-eperat[en mcl.udmg -to areas beyond tradmg of tradi-

“tality -and events
“'_:management A L
“The two: nattons alse have a
werkmg co-operationin high tech- - ;
;nelegy areas, including _space k
--.'-'exploratlen ~where © the "~ first.
1 travelin .

- Malaysian cosmenait wi
-~ a'Russian spacecraft 10 the Inter- .
| __-natlena Space Stationin October. |
- Abdullah also mentioned the in-

He hlghhghted Malaysm s ex-’ =

pertlse in providing Islamic bank-

ing and finance services, airport

and seaport management hospi-

conference

WA e e e

--:'_"ereasmgly wider - contacts be-
~_tween the. peeple of both nations,

- “Russian “universities  to -
-~t1011 and protectlon of mte]lectual '-

issiain-

s1gnmg an agreement on: t1a1

He also sald that both leaders

'-;agreed on the need for. dlaIegues

~tional products especl'y te- = 10 correct. the mlsconceptmn te-

wards the serw::es sector

"‘h.

wards Islam e **

. - saying - while. - more - Russian
~tourists " are- visiting - ‘Malaysia, - -
_more Malay51ans have shesen
urther
“their. educahen espeelally in the .
- field of medicine. There are now
Ahd ah sald he a.lse prepesed,-.< “-about- 2,000 Malaysran students 0
tr i’;f‘_.studymg inRussia. - -. S
- -Speaking to. Malaysmn news---
. imen later Abdullah said: Ma.le,ys1a
= -and Russia would work tewa.rds

_____
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