- DATUK HARUN TAIB, the 63-year-
- old ulama, is the longest serving Pas
spiritual

assemblyman after party
“leader Datuk Nik Abdul Aziz Nik

Mat, He has two degrees — in Usu- -
“luddin and Syariah from Madinah

. University, Saudi' Arabia, and in

-- Syerlah from Al-Azhar University in
- Egypt — and a Master’s degree i Ql__ o

._Islannc polltlcs from Al-Azh\ar

& Why have you deolded to \oontest
m the electlon‘? - o

A Tam only ﬁﬂﬁl]mg the wishes of

- -party members. I had always reject- -

-ed nommatlons in the pest

are cha]lengmg the mcumbent'?

y " You wﬂl heve to ﬁnd the reasons

why there was no other nomination

- for the deputy presidency during the

late Datuk Yusuf Rawa’s presidency
‘and the late Datuk Fadzil Noor was.
-his deputy. There was also none
when Fadzil became president and
Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang was "
deputy. When Abdul Hadi became <

president and Hassan Shukri was
deputy and now Nasharudin, there

‘were challengers nominated.- You

should ask party members why thls
isso.

Supporters of some candidates
are oampalgnmg via SMS "What is
your oomment‘? S

A: Thist is the age of technology
paigning is probably being done

by supporters, not the. person who is

contesting.” But  that is their

right; maybe they want to exohenge |

opm;ons among friends.

\

Qs there no other reason that 0‘1': .

that. What I know

,that nomma,ted

-~ party
- and his deputy com
) from the same state

As ThlS h&s h& .
--pened before in"

- ha,ruddm He]-
Cam? .
. Muham-

both from
| Pera,k

So you do not oampa:tgn‘?’

'ﬁ No, I don't. There were . people_' |
| askmg me whether I was contesting.
But I did confirm to the central com-
mittee at its meeting on Wednesday |
. about my oenchda,oy -

{}: Some say it is mappropnete for' |
both president and deputy presi-
" dent to come from Terengg nu, .
B whchwﬂhappen if you win,

ﬁ Idontknowah '
that the divisi

not |

pohlems if the
presulen

Pas. Dr Ba,--

mad were _

. UmverSIty

siti

M‘t---

NASHARUDIN MAT ISA, 45 has a
' Master’s degree in comparative law
from - the ' International: Islamic
| of Malaysia ‘where he
- 'was a lecturer for three years until
- 1997. He then taught law at Univer- .
| Malaysia until
- 1999 when he was appointed Pas
secretary-general. He won the Yan |
" parliamentary seat in the general |
lection that year. Two years ago, he

Kebangsaan
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 '_ Today s contest between mcumbent Nasharudm Mat Isa and Datuk Harun
" Taib for the Pas deputy preSIdency is billed as a joust between the |

‘reformers and conservatives, the outcome of which could set the tone for
“the Islamic party in the next: general election. ZUBAIDAH ABU BAKAR

| speaks to both of them as they prepare for the ballot \

defeated moumbent Hassan Shukm f

for the deputy presxdency

e present leadershlp‘?

.l’
(

A: 1 am not really suré about the'
members ‘We -do not know ‘exacily
~how many nommatzons we received,
'S0 we cannot gauge the mood. Thisis .
a development that accords with the.
party constitution, only it has been
..blown out of proportion. by the

_ . media. We have had oon-'fi‘.:_

tests before

:,_rought

1sfy everybody
in-a bigorgani- "
sation hke Pa,s |

" for Islem the pa,rty a,nd of oourse; for._
,__the netlon S = S

0 Some of the old-tlmers in Pas say‘

they want amore senior deputy pres-

- ident because they are looking for

~ someone to be the future party pres---u
ldent Do youthmkage ma:tters‘? N

| Al do not think thi is a brg issue. I
- became the deputy president whenl °
-- was. 43, yet: members still pinned - -
- their hopes on me: Anyway, I am not:-.
Q:1s there unhappmess in Pas over R

gettmg a,ny younger

}: There are views in Pas that you ';f

"'lack the- experlence to hold such a';_‘ .
R 'hlgh posrtlon ot

A Experlenee develops through yom:i -

participation in-the whole process.
~ Nobody comes in or takes a post or -
Jbecomes. a leader without. experi--
ence. Whatis the mterpretatton ofex-
B perlence‘? It is every subjeotlve thmg :
Do you egree - &
w1th claims that the
;anges the Young,
”have beenm-:_:.;;

How do you wew the ongomg .

"ca,mpaignmg? Wl]l 1t atfect pa;rty 2
'umty‘? o

_p;~ﬁ Ioannot deny thet campa;tgnmg has o
at . been going on through the latest tech-
n - ?—_-‘nology the Internet and SMS. Itis a de-
~ar - velopment in the party that is nothing
| ~ -~ toshout.about, I would be concerned if -
. -the content involved personal attacks -
th You oamlot stop teohnology S
ges we have,
about, -
~ You cannot sat- e e
| " a% Ido not see a rlft There are dlﬂ‘er-_ -
“ent thoughts and ideas but when
. these are brought up during meet~
1 - -ings, they will be debated. Debate is = -
~-open in Pas. When we amve ata de- -
ht - cision, it 1secollect1ve one.. IDATION

Is there a rlft between the semor_?- B

| e,nd younger leaders‘?
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