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WHY is. 1t that gs fa]l ap art sc;;._--"-.-_-_
qmckly‘? From flooded- buﬂdmgs t0 -
" roofs. caving in, it is becoming in-
- creasingly: -clear that. thmgs around
~“here don’t stand thé test of time:
- We've heard all the excuses ~— poor. .
~ maintenance; shoddy comstruction, - .~
N perhaps even stralghtfcrward cheat-- <~
_-ing ~with; contractors- lining - their
pockets lnstead cf spendmg mcney,___; .
- ';":fﬁapartat anytlme
= 'This may be a harsh mdlctment cf
whatis happening. The relevant gov- -
| d- - ernment agencies will pomt out that
ja-- the majcrlty of buildings is in fine
s - c¢ondition.  But that’s pret:lsel ‘the
- jayaand even one of the biggest judi- “ problem: One Ieakmg roof is ‘one. - -
- 1 cial complexes in the world. Allthree - “leaking roof too many, and the irony
i branches of gcvernment have been' -
E,hlt by the malaise of poor construc-
- tion and even worse maintenance.
. When. thmgs g0 Wrong, everyone .
-,,ﬁ;;b]arnes everyone else. Nobody wants -
10 'be “yaccountable: -
. agencles tasked with monitoring the
construction - of these installations .-
‘blame the . contractors Contractors. -
‘blame the people-in charge of main-" ~
“tenance, Around and around we. gc;_'-_--
~until people forgetaboutit. - "
> Scen enough, the contractors re-
“sponsible for the shoddy workman--

. buildings. We're t.; g abot
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_- censtructlen projects after ingratiat-
-ing’ ____;__I;j';emselves wnh the rlght dec1-“-_ )
- sren-mf'"._i}ers R |

A f’"d thenwe re,hack tos".’_ﬁfare cne - sign.
The VlClOl.lS cycle cf shoddmess con-»-g ~ - But the-

Gevermnent-

-again be considered for new __

- with this defaultlook in public build- - Thir
"_;ter coined a 'phrase for this problem;
nirastructure, third-class.
- mentality. Only now it’s ‘becoming -
iclear that the mfrastructure tco is

tznnes and taxpayers meney is

again: wasted on- facﬂltles that fa]l

Mamtenance is even worse Why is.

E it thatwhen you goto most ministries.
~in PutraJ aya, you lmmechatel got, the
feeling that the building is. alread

dated, worn and, in places, dthy‘?

T have given up finding out why. I '.
f ’_don t even mind the (tack of) taste ls-_'-;"_ e e AR T DTS
sl wding fake, gaudy flow- - |

_ers, dellles and stenciled, styro

come to & visitor. I have made peace

.....

oy is 'f‘_'.f.f-'personally our own |s
a mark of a natlon

—cannot be more pronounced when___;'_-*_.__:_
- the most famous leaking roof in the. people d. n.ﬁ .}-:-;'-ta e
R *'-."_._'country is the ene ever our lawmak-— o IR

ers’ heads.

| ofoam - |
-~ letters spe]]mg out & teChmcclcr wel- . some

Thls careless
news@nst cam my ___-:-dlsregard for

- ~thlng S that are not

called cw|c VIrtue

that lacks what the
Roman republlcans

_____

' respo n5|b|I|,tf*j_;,;§j;;}'ifﬁ or
what is in the publlc
realm |

p toﬂets exposed wires and craCRed-a e
ecllﬁces rnake a real mockery out of
cthing as grandlese as the notion -

- ._.f"_ef Putrajaya

“ings, conceding that it may wellbea: -

- national ccnsensus on. mterlor de-f_'_f':'f‘ - First-class in

Wet and brekenf’f-
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ings.are S0 bad the prnne mnns

Sometlmes it’s:

. " narrow but, T assume, because there
- are not enough parking lots down in -
_;fithe basemerit, government staff and
. _visitors have'to leave the]r cars bythe
‘kerh turnlng the entlre parcel” nto .
"a carpark. -
“* Surely? When they were buﬂdlng the |
‘they would have anticipated
. i ber of cars but it seems as
§ S "'”.f:-fff;ff’thcugh they either  underestimated ..

ch is. poor planning) .or simply

act epposne of clever). -

Thereason why this issue is such a
- ,-'drag is because it encapsulates the -
“very real shortcoming that this na-
“‘tion suffers from. Bad planmng and
_careless maintenance is. a reflection -
of not caring for public assets and a;fif.'?
'z‘shared pubhc dcmaln R

cf tthd rate
L * public sector has a monopoly on this.
attitude, we should be under no illu-.
sion that it is-also very much. alive
*among the general Malaysian public.
This careless disregard for things
that are not personall our own is a -
~ mark of a nation that lacks what the
- Roman republicans - called  civic
~virtue: It occurs when pecple donot

Ce amful because.
S when you look at these real-world ex-
-~ amples, you know that they could
- have been avoided. Go to most minis-
e terial “parcels” or complexes in Pu-
'tra jaya and the first thing youwill re-
alise even before you come into con-
" tact with the notoriously ill-main--
) -~ tained buildings are the number cf
| cars parked near the offices. |

. Just tomake it more graphic when
'ycu enier these “parcels”, you come -
- toa ccmplex of buildings w1th aroad:
- going all the way around. The “par-- " side of the commumty and not the in-
_-;j cel” ‘is. not demgned to have cars
P 'parked on the road- since it’s quite

And hefcre we conclude that the

take respcnsmﬂlty for what is in the

_____.____puhhc realm yet use and. abuse it as,,_ '_
though'that is their right.- |

For anation that has bUJlt chtlcal
and legal foundations that lean onthe

dividual, this is a glaring paradox. We
‘have legislation, re
- public'mores that are often criticised
for not giving ‘enough protection to
~the individual in the mterest of the_
“greater gocd g |

glﬂatlcn and even-

But when it ccmes tc lndmclual ac- -

;-?_:----"-":-tiens it seemns as though as citizens, ~
~we couldn’t “ care" less about- the
‘greater-collective of Malaysians. -

.The leaking roofs, ce]lapsed cell-"-_.“'._

_ '1ngs even haphazard parking facili- .
_ . ties that have haunted us reveal more
1k about it (whlch is the exm'?':""' “than just mcmtormg OVBI'SIght or

-J:_._greedy contractors.

It goes tc the Very essence ofa dlS-';' 3
ease that we have never been cured

*from Untll we start developmg w1th -
“civic consciousness guiding. our ac- -
‘tions, any finish line whether it'sin13 -

years or in another 50 years wﬂl be a-! .

s -.-'pyrrhlc Vlctory
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