L  LUMPUR: Datuk Seri Ab-
ullah A .i“"_"_'?“_'ad Badewi sald the

if -'-*’fO | Sul‘mount ohaﬂenges posed hy
glob tion, © - |

et the cere of the Nmth Melaysm
Pleng which outlined - programmes
- to' add value to-the serwces and
ma;nufacturmg sectors.- -
“The governments also strmng
to ‘enhance the country’s involve- -
~-ment in high technolo gy, Includmg
i;_.'f-j;mforma,hon commumcetlens
-?___;'-‘_'teChnology a,nd biotechnology

. ment linked. eompanles are’ also
___"_:_.bearlng results,” -he .said in his
" speechat the investiture ceremony.
" in conjunction with the Yang di- -
- Pertuan Agong  Tuanku Mizan -

. Zainal Abidin’s birthday at the Is-

tana Negara here yesterday. -
Abdullah seld -the - countrys

. economy-was doing well, record-.

- Ing 5.9 per cent growth last year. .
~ ;. The economic expansion, he said,
“ - was helmed by the private sector.

* The ‘government is-also- ta,kmg
~-steps to enhance the country’s fis- .
. calposition with the budget deficit

-a]rea,dy redueed t03

- grow by six per:cent th -

_the'back of expansion in all major  JEES
- economic-sectors; mcludmg con-"-f-:"-

--lSl'.I'uCl:lOIl

'He said programmes had been

| __crafted to enhance knowledge and-  E&

e
el

~ and international reserye’s st and

~ing at  RM290.4 billio

“per: Leent-'{ .

~ 2006. Inflation and t mploent y

‘are also under: contre

“The economy Is --.ei..fpected to-_._ﬂ;}f__ g

dullah said;

S year on-- J

‘innovation and nurture a first- .

| cla,ss mentahty amOng the people.

The education ~development [N

blueprmt aimed at enhe,ncmg the §
i:i_fquahty of the eounn*y s education |
““Efforts to transform govern- N
~ Malaysia into a regmnal hub ofed-
ucation excellerice, he'said.

- system by " 2010, ‘would turn

"In ensurmg a fair dlstr1but10n of
the country’s “development; the
~government would redouble . ef-

- forts to deal with socio-economic
~ imbalances in a eonstructwe and

productwe manner.

"The prime minister se,1d contm-
uous efforts would be made to de-
.. velop the Bunnputera commumty_ :
_:to narrow the gap in terms of in-
-come, assets and wealth. . "

- On the move to create develop

__Inent corrldors sueh as the Isken-

 dar Development Re glon in south
- -ern Johor, he said that it would
brlng ahout greater development
in the areas concerned for the
'heneﬁt ofthepeople. |
-+ He said similar development i 1111-_
= 'j..netwes ‘would be launched in
northern a,nd eestern Pemnsular

Yang dl Pertuan Agong Tuanku M:zan Zalnal Abldln and Rala o
~ Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Nor Zahirah accompanied by Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi and Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
~Seri Najib Razak arriving for:the investiture ceremony in con;unctlon |
W|th the kmg S blrthday at Istana Negara yesterday .

N __MaleySIe before yea,r-end

Abdullah- said Maley51a yyould

_continue to work towards improv-
ing- development efforts and the
~-economic performance of Muslim
- countries grouped under the Or-
ganisation -of the Islamic Confer-
.-ence _Bernema
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