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g PASIR PUTIH The report by the '
~ international merchant bank Mer-"
- rill Lynch on Prime Minister Datuk
- Seri Abdullah Ahmad ‘Badawi’s
L leaderslnp was testnnony of for-
'_ elgn investors’ grownlg conﬁdenoe'
- In the country’s economy “the -

~ deputy prime minister said.

- Datuk Seri Najib Razak said the'f -

* bank had made a fair evaluation on

_ the basrs of lts resea;rch and exper-
- tise.

'tron

ion of Merril Lynch,” he said when
- commenting on the bank’s report

- front-paged by NST yesterday
. “Merril Lynch was

ten criticised for being slow, indeci-

- sive a,nd too consensual had not

) The statement was made ba,sed-
~on their assessment of market
_ forces:. Strong forelgn investor con- -

- fidence is reflected i in the stock ex-
~“change, the ringgit value and in

Ma.la,ysn—.t as an mvestment destlna- |

been glven due credit.

“The analysm by Hong Kong-'v

S "?fff{{.._'based economist Arthur Woo said -
" Abdullah’s style of leedershrp was
needed by the country to rejuve-

nate. long—-term economic -
growth prospects in ‘the fa.ce of

| raprd globalisation. -

In a speech earher a,t the launch-

B of a programme called “Gandingan- -
- Gemilang Kasih”, which was at-
- tended by 1,200 former Pas mem-
bers and . supporters ‘nationwide -
- whohad crossed overto Umno, Na-

Jlb called on. Kelantan to vote for-

- change after 17 yea,rs of Pas gov-~-
~ernment. .

N&Jlb se,ld Umno was. eonﬁdent

of winning the sta.te in the oomlng}.
: general election .
"~ “Judging by the good responses;;:;'
‘from the people to our orgamsed |
: - -"'fl.lllCtl()IIS this bodes well for us;
| Thrs we can’ t deny since marketf' o
B reo,ctrons clearly support the opin-

“Our party- machinery: is we]lm?

prepa.red and the teamwork is ad-
- mirable. Although we can’t reveal
- our preparatlons we are not wor-'
I'led »oo

'- quoted as Sa,y— o
- .lng that Abdullah’s leadership, of-

Najib.also recelved membershlp

forms from 250 ex-Pas members
. -and supporters from Kok Lanas |

a,nd Rantau Panjang
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