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PUTRAJAYA. The cabinet
yesterday approved a bill to
replace the National Accredi-
tation Board (LAN) with the
Malaysian Quality Agency.

| The MQA will have punitive
- powers in enforcing the quali-
ty and standards of courses of-
fered by higher learning insti-
tutions.

Only some minor changes
need to be made before Higher

- Education Minister Datuk
Mustapa Mohamad tables it
for first reading in parliament.

~ “The cabinet approved it in
principle but called for some -

minor -changes. This is being

reviewed by my ministry, the

“Human Resources Ministry

and the Attorney-General's
Chambers before I can table it

in parliament,” Mustape. sald
yesterday.

TheMQA will be a merger of
- LANand the mlmstry sQuaJlty
. Assurance D1ws10n

The new entlty will ensure
that universities and private
colleges adopt the quality and

- standards outlined under the
-~ Malaysia Quahﬁcatlen Frame-

work.

While LAN was focused on
_ courses
taught at the institutions, it

accreditation of

does not have powers of en-
forcement and could only re-

fer cases to the Higher Educa-

tion Minister for action.

MOQA will have wider powers
of enforcement, including tak-
ing action against errant insti-

tutions.

Mustapa -also . anneunced' |
that all publle universities had
been instructed to process ap-
- plications by foreign students -
for- postgraduate degrees m |
- onemonth.
Thlslstobeanewmdma |
| ter in the universities’ key per- -
- formance mdex m he_;

sa.l-.d

The ene—menth deadlme i

“to be observed as long as an

apphcant’s documents ‘are :

| complete a.nd in erder It was
introduced - following

com-
plaints that postgraduate stu-
dents applying to local institu-

~tions had to wait for two to
-three months before receiving

replies.

He said the recently-
launched student e-Pass for
foreign students to
their applications online was

~in line with the one-month
- processing deadline.
The e-Pass is processed to-

gether with the Imnugratlen

~authorities to speed up visa
“approvals. |
‘He added that the move

would counter criticism that

~the ministry wotild not be able-
- {0 Teach its goal of recruiting
100,000 ferelgn
. local universities hy 2010 due
_tobureaueracy. - -
“There are 7,200 new ferelgn_ |
- students at local institutions in
the current 2006-2007 aca-
~ demic session, compared |
5,700 in the 2004-2005 ses-
:fsmn S

students into

- teac

submit

with
" country’
" educatlen hub

In total, there are 52.000

- foreign students here, and this

was expected to increase to
66,000 next year, he added.
‘On recruitment of qualified
hing staff for u_mversmes |
he said the ministry had facili-
tated a three-day open re-
cruitment fair in° KL Sentral
last month, at which all public
umver51ues were represent-

“ed.

A total of 1 558 peodple were
interviewed a,nd 125 of them

were hired on the spot as lec-

turers, including seven non-
citizens. He said most of them

had past experience in-gov-
~ ernment a;nd prwate sector
- jobs

The ministry has also given
scholarships to lecturers to
pursue doctorate (255 e0ple)

~ and masters (219) degrees.

Ita.lmstot:ra.m6100PhD- |
qualified lecturers, or 60 per

__cent of local academlc person-
‘nel, by 2010 in line with the

s aspirations to be an
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