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-~ for self-government that would pave
- the way for independence started
In earnest with the -Federation of
Malaya Agreement (FMA) 1948.

With the formation- of Umno m

1946 and other pollucal organisa-

- tions based on ethnicity (such as the -
~MCA in 1949 and the MIC in 1951), "

the objective of making Malaya mde- =

| pendent was much hastened. |
‘The - independence of IndoneSIa
-from Dutch ‘rule heightened local:
“nationalism, especially 'among " the .-
‘Malays. Non-Malay leaders, partlcu-
larly. Tan' Cheng Lock, TH. Tan,
V.T. Sambanthan -and others in the

‘peninsula also partlmpated in the

; Merdeka movement.

AeonstltutlonalconferencemLon- - - ST s - | S TR B
The Reld Commlssron compnsmg (from Ieft) Lord Rerd and Slr lvor ]enmngs from the Umted ngdom S|r erlram

-_don from Jan 18 to Feb 6, 1956, (held -
on behalf of Their Hrghnesses the
~Malay rulers, the ChiefMinister of the
Federation of Malaya Tunku Abdul -
- Rahman and three. other ministers .
and- representatives- of - the British =
government) - agreed - that < the
- sovereignty of the rulers and the spe-
cial position of the Malays were to be

intact; the question of federal citizen-

ship was to be addressed by way of
operation of law and to be strmgently
applied; and full self-government and -

-independence should be proclanned

byAugust1957.

The conference also recommend-- o

ed  a constrtu‘uonal cominission,
which came to be called the Reid
-Commission, appomted by Her

~ Majesty’s government wn:h the con-

sent ofthe Malayrulers.” -
Chaired by Lord Reld from the
| Umted ngdom ‘the commission
~was composed of Sir Fvor Jennmgs
- from the United Kingdom, Justice -
Abdul Hamid of the West Pakistan
_High Court, former governor-general
of Australia Sir William McKell and:
- Allahabad High Court’ s former chlef
_]ustlceB Malik.. -
 As clearly provided in the commls

sion’ s terms of reference certam

matters had to be prioritised, namely
the positions and prestige of the
- rulers, special position of the Malays

and legitimate interests-of other com-
munities, and the need to create a

strong federal government

The commission metin Malaya be- .

: tween. June and October 1956, It

‘received 131 memoranda from vari-
ous sectors of the Malayan communi- -

ty concerned with a nation that was
‘about to be mdependent and self—
governing.

"~ The commission worked under
trying conditions in view of the fact -
that emergency rule declared in-

1948 remained. in force, with eom-

munists involved in acts of bandltry
and jungle skirmishes. |

- In recognition of thls state of af-

fairs, the commission recommended
that certain powers be allocated to
cater for emergency situations but
not without due regard to checks and

, balances in the mterests of basrc *

rights.

After four months the comrmssmn
“submitted its report to Her Majesty
the queen and Their nghnesses the

‘communities,

| '-"'..-iAs the Federal Constltutron celebrates lts flrst half century, Lewaexrs
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‘McKell, former governor-general of Australia; Allahabad-High Court’s former chief ]ustn:e B. Malik, and Justice -
~Abdul Hamrd of the West Paklstan Hrgh Court translated the wrshes of the three main commumtres in the

Allrance mto the Constltutlon

rulers Pubhshed in February 1957 ":

it prowded extensive proposals, con- -
‘sonant with, the main thrust of the
' FMA 1948, on citizenship, emergency o

rule and state-federal relationship. -

- The commission favoured a strong
| *federal government with the Yang
di-Pertuan Agong (styled Yang di-
- Pertuan Besar in the Reid Commis-
~ sion Report) as the apex of the execu-
twe although actual executive power
was to reside in the prime minister;
“who was to be assisted by his cabinet. ~
‘The legal creator of the then
- Malayan cabinet government in 1957
. wasthe Alliance of the three Malayan .
“although the - Reld |
-Commission was the .constitutional -
“formulator that translated then*'
wishes. _
-~ The  commission also suggested
" that, while the responsibility
- pointing ministers should lie with the
king, the choice should remain the

of ap-

prerogatwe of the- pmne nnmster

wnh the rtder that a mnuster should |
‘bea member of elther house of par-_'_
| llament .

“The -

pleasure of the Yang di-Pertuan

Agong, who in turn must rely on the
'adwce of the prime minister. -
~ The Alliance was-the bulk force
‘that gave the thrust toward self-gov-
- ernment. The Reid Commission ac-
cepted most of the Alliance’s propos-
- als on what was considered to be the -
best for Malaya’s administration.
- However, ‘the commission was“
| --faced with lengthy eontrary views
" from one of its members — Justtce' |
- Hamid from Pakistan. = -,
“He opposed the inclusion of naturalf'
]usttce as an mtegral constitutional - .
_provision by arguing that natural jus- -
tice was a very variable concept and -
_“Would suﬂe.. the business of justice

| prnne mnnster would be
- entitled at any time to require the res-
“ignation of any minister, beecause
¢ ministers would hold office at the

theroadin
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admmmtratmn He smgularly altered R
“the tenets of fundamental liberty and
- the rule of law so-as to render liberty
and freedom subsement to execuave '-
| superwsmn e
- Hamid, a 'staunch Mushm also

-propagated that Islam should be the
official religion of the independent
- federation, a view that was WItlun the. .
- recommendatton listof therulers.
The commission also had to grap- -

ple with some incongruous sugges-
tions. - For example, the Alliance

“group recommended that the new
named -
“Langkasuka” ‘while Umno wanted
. the name “Malaysia”. MCA and MIC -
‘were comfortable with “Malaya” or

| Persekutuan Tanah Melayu”. |

federation  should  be

~These. .were later rejected by

‘the working party headed by High
Commissioner = Sir Donald  Mac-
Gillivray and: did not show up in the .
“ final draft recommendation subnut- e

-ted to Her Ma]esty S government on

'day on the point: that loyalty

. Rahman on h|s g

1956}“

-~ administration,

B '_}May 13, 1957,

As citizenship vras a matter hlgh on

~the list of priorities, representatives

~ of the Alliance and the rulers won the

to the
- federation was to be via citizenship.
"And to the glee of Umno, Bahasa

| -Melayu became the oﬁi(:lal language, |
- ofthe new nation. -

During a spe(aal debate on' the -

| Merdeka constitution in the Federal

. Legislative Council on July 15, 1957,
- the Tunku reminded Malayans

- “We have now reached the end of the

- Journey and before us we see the gate -

_ of freedom ready to admit us. Let us
~pass through this gate with real joy

- in our hearts on the 3lst day of
- August1957.7 - -

In tabling the draft form of the fed—

. 'ff'eral constttutron he pointed out that -

“only time can tell how eﬂ‘echve and |
good the constitutionis”, |
The Federation of Malaya became

an mdep_endent natron on Aug 31 )

1957. =
Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra the _'

| B ﬁrst ‘prime minister proclanned

e e e e owwm e .

..The time has now arrived when.

' the] people of the Persekutiian Tanah-
‘Meélayu

will assume the status of a
free, mdependent and sovereign na-

 tion among the nations of the world

and ... a constitution for the govern-

-_ ment of the Persekutuan Tanah
) _'--Mela has been established as the

supreme law thereof and provision is

N made to safeguard the rights and
prerogatives of their hi

ghnesses the

. rulers and the rights and liberties of

- the people and to provide for the
-_ Crowds throng .

peaceful and orderly advancement of

- the Persekutuan Tanah Melayu as a
~constitutional monarchy based on
- -parliamentary democracy '

- He ended the procla:rnatlon with : a

. Subnnsswn to God that the new na- -
" tion’ be blessed and “be forever
- sovereign, democratic and indepen- -

- dent founded upon the prmc',lple of |
'-lJberty and justice...”.

S0 began Malaya S posmon in

'world history as a developing nation
~ within the Commonwealth, braced
“on hope, liberty and justice. Earlier,

the United Kingdom parliament, pur-

suant to formal ne gotiations between

Her Majesty’s government and rep-

resentatives of the rulers of the Malay

* States.and the FMA 1948, had passed
- the Federation of Malaya Indepen--
 dence Act 1957.

With mdependence the Brn:rsh :

| legacy in matters having to do with
‘the administration -of the country
~continued, although gradually things

began to take shape mto the new_
- Malayan way.
- The JlldlCl&I‘ and admnnstratlon'
of criminal justice, land and district -
the Malayan Civil
- Service, police powers in handling
“security, law and order, the handlmg |
-of emergency rule, among others,re-
- tained much of the Britishway.
The road to Merdeka had been tra-

Versed well

l Datuk SeriDr Rals Yatrm formerly
- minister for law, is now minister

-~ for culture, arts and hentage
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