& & Spoiler-or not, PKR i here to stay At the moment, it W|II not
. be aproblem for Umno or BN. It is for Pas and DAP to sort out';.
thelr muIt|tude of Problems W|th theur |un|or partner . DR
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_ - irPas and DAP used to contest in stralght ﬁghts agamst BN, but they now. have to
rrx-___.contend with Parti Keadilan Rakyat, a party with one parllamentary seat and one
-__-state seat trylng to caII the shots wrltes WAN HAMIDI HAMID -- -

o ';THERE ‘was a tlme when Pas

. .and DAPhad no problem work-
~ing together during elections -
- without having to form any
. kind of coalition or front. |
. Their co-operation- ‘cenired
. on electoral pacts to ensure a_
- straight -fight against anyf---

Ba,rl.sa,n Nasional candldate

. Almest a decade ago, P&I'tl :
~ Keadilan Nasional (or Keadi= -
-~ lan), now called Parti Keadilan . -

~ Permatang

12 pa.rhamenta,ry seats to Pas

" eight, while Keadilan, which /"
‘won five parliamentary seatsin .
1999, was left” with only.the .
Pauh seat- 'with a-

small majority, despite it being

~Anwar’s stronghold The seat |

then and now belongs to An-

war’s wife Datin Seri Dr Wan
AzizahIsmail. - - o

“Since then, the parnes have

B _or rehglous ]Jne That s Why we
B - don’t want seat allocations to
# be decided on a rama.l or reh- y

- gious factor,” he said. |

“In the Sarawak stete elec-“

- tion last year we won a Chi-
- nese-majority.
_ by-election - recently, ‘we se-
;cured comfortable. Chinese
- support although- it was a

o Malay—maj ority area.”

seat. In the Jjok

N - continued an uneasy alliance. -~ PKR vice-president Azmm Ah |
-~ Rakyat (or PKR), made its ap- - Pasmayhave toned downits Is- - _had openly announced the par-
" pearance in the Malaysmn po- lamic state rhetoric but contin- - " ty’s intention to contest 60 par-

- litical arena. | ~ues to harp on issues-such as liamentary and 120 state seats,

- Formed to ﬁght for the re-

- apostasy, women's atnre and-

~claiming the decision was based -

| | lease of the then jailed former _'_'_entertemment shows. - - ~ on'the strength of and the sup -
- deputy - prime minister Datuk - DAP, realising the backwa,rd . port for the party. - |

Seri Anwar Ibrahim, the party -

o chose to brand 1tse1f a ].'Illlltll‘a-

 cialparty. |
It formed a- loose eoahtlon :

- with Pas and DAP to contest the -
. 1'_’1999 general election. The first
- sign’of problems began when.
 Keadilan asked for seats tradi-
~ tionally contested by the other

two parties.

st1tuenc1es

seats in the next general elec-

. tion. DAP had expressed inter-

- est in contesting 54 parliamen-
- tary seats and 115 state seats.
(Malaysia has-222 parliamen-.

trend -of greater parochialism .
in race and religion, concen- . The Permatang Pauh seat
~trates mainly on. Chmese con-

| - 'Sen Dr Wan Azw.ah lsmall
'PKR, meanwhile, is trymg to_- - |

‘have its cake and eat it, 0. -
~At-its recent congress in _-
-Seremban, - PKR  announced.
that it would contest 60 parlia-
o '_’.mentery seats and 120 state

~ Despite the Meleys a,nger to— .
~ wards Tun Dr Mahathir Mo-
- hamad’s ‘government for its
- treatment of Anwar, BN re-
- tained its two-thirds majority

~ despite Umno, the baokbone of  taryseats and 576 state seats.)

belongs to Anwar’s wife Datm

- "'number of seats to be contested
- or tell others what to do. It sim-
- ply plays the role of'a host will-
ing to hear the demands of oth-
~ ers. Fulfilling those demands is
- another matter. - | |
‘Nasharudin is . coy - when__
~asked about Pas’ role a,mong "
" the opposmon “What ‘we’re
‘doing is our domestic affair. I"-
" don’t think we should tell our.

‘He explained that no longer

- should race and religion be the
basm of'seat allocation; awarn-

- ing to opposition partners that -

- new politics in Malaysia must
_transcend parochialism. .

Yet, on the ground; the party -
portrays a different picture. An

opposition insider said that al-
" though PKRleaders possessed -
‘oratorical and - propaganda
- skills; they lacked admnnstra-.j

| tive expertlse

“In many. previous electlons |

PKR candidates had to depend

on the well- organlsed Pas to

~ the ruling coalition, losing . As Pas is only expected to. ne1ghhonrs about it.”  support them. Even in Ijok, it .
~moreseats than usual. -  field a couple of candidates in - DAP" secretary-general L1m " was DAP leaders who managed
- . Thewinner wasnot Keadilan = Sabah and Sarawak, itis safe to __--.'Guan Eng takes a similar stand,  to persuade the Chinese voters
~ .or DAP but Pas, which, howev-- speculate that the party, de- despitehavinghad atoughtime . toacceptPKR. .~ - -
. er,notonlyretained the stateof ~ spite being the largest and dea]mg with PKR in the past. . Another opposmon 1n51der'

. Kelantan but also gained
- Terengganu and almost won
Kedah. Pas won 27 parhamen- .

host organised among the op- -
- position, would be turned into -

the most junior partner with

“I don’t want to dwell on the
| past " Lim says. “I'm taking a
positive outlook from a fresh

ﬁankly suggeststhatsome PKR -

leaders are suffering delusions

~ of grandeur. “I know this is-a

~ taryseats. only about 50 parha,mentary - perspective. We only want to- - strong thing to say but for a
~ Although DAP won 10 parlia- sea,ts to contest. -ensure a stralght ﬁght in a.]l ~ party with one parliamentary
- mentary seats, gaining three ~ From the days when Pas and - constituencies.” ~seat, yet wanting the most seats -
 more thanin the previous elec- DAP contested instraight fights It is also difficult to get oppo- to contest, howelse can yon de- |

- tion, its leaders felt they suf-

fered as a consequence of Pas™
insistence on its brand ofan Is- -~
lamic state for Malaysia, which

pushed Chinese voters towards

o MCA and Gerakan.

After DAP left the coahtlon

- Pas and Keadilan retained
their fragile co-operation. Yet,

- despite DAP being on its own,

the parties continued to work
~ together unof icially on com- -
mon issues, such as attending
~human rights and anti-corrup-
- tien seminars, and having a
. grassroots-level electoral un-

- dersta,ndmg

The 2004 genera,l electlon a
'tremendous victory for prime
" minister Datuk Seri Abdullah
‘Ahmad Badawi, also gave DAP -

a shot in the arm when it won

- against BN, the opposition has - '
reached a situation where

PKR, a party with one parlia-

_mentary seat and one state -

seat, is calling the shots.

~ « Orisit? This was only the ex-
‘pressedeintention of PKR and
DAP, said Pas deputy president

Nasharudin Mat Isa. “We've

- begun our initial negonatlon

for seat allocations,” he said.

“In discussions; we will hear '

views from all 51des -

“Any demands maide must be

supported with evidence such

as the party’s. strength and

- support. Allmustbe doneinthe
Sp]l‘lt of co- operanon and coah— |

~ tion.”
| Reahsmg its strength Pas is

playing a big brother role. It
does not have to announoe the

sition leaders to state openly
_their true feelings towards
each other. A few agreed to ex-
- pressviews only on condltlon of
- anonymity:
“While the opposmon 1eaders )
‘understand well the reality of
having to scramble for seats, -
“they are seasoned enough to be
_diplomatic. All “believe they
: 'should stand on a common
platform of democracy and an-
- ti-corruption, to reduce BN's
. two-thirds majority. . Wi
- PKR being a “spoiler”, this will

be easier said than done.

'PKR Youth vice-chief Amir - stay. At the moment, however, .

it will not be a problem for Um-
- no or BN. It is for Pas and DAP

Sa,rl admitted that the party

~ was aspoiler for the opposition,
‘but it was also a play of words:
“We are a spoiler in the sense
that we are not taking a racial -

But with

-partner o

scribe them?” |
While preliminary dlscus-L

sions have begun on seat allo-

cations, the parties are a long
way from agreeing on any-

~ thing. Pas is expected to end up
- with the most seats to contest;
being the real challenger for

Umno in all Malay-majority -
seats. (Umno has 109 pa,rha-

_- mentary seats.)

This is also a test for Anwar -

who recently declared his in-
~ tention to lead the opposition in

the next general election. |
- Spoiler or not, PKR is here to

to sort out their multitude of
problems- with - their JUI]IOI‘

R
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