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-THE eutbreak ef the Emergency

- in1948 broke the fragile health of o
‘the commissioner “of pehce and~ 4
" demonstrated that a very small . |
. headquarters; adapted .to"a de- " |
" centralised police force, could no -~ {Pre——
police eperetlene m a, '_ f:ﬁ-"?.-'-"--,; R

~ direct
Malaye-mde conflict of arms.

T L

- The next commissioner ce:me | B
~ equipped with BXP&S.' eticeolsucn o
- operations in Palestine - and | -5

| _'-'headquarters staﬁ' ef oieers Wzth--ﬁ N

preweus service there. -

o As It turned - out; - however L
: Palestinian methods.were not We]l G e

ﬁft 5’} OiRS

~suited to Meleyen Emergency re- . - Lo

qmrements
The general bedy

-than.once of the signs

~ been 1gnered
- The

. ---werk resigned in public protest, -

. ation of the Malayan police. -

-~ They were a former civil servme
,' fheed of the Home Office, a chief -
' constable of a large county force

(previously an "Assistant Commis--
~ ‘sioner at Scotland Yard) and a CID -
~~expert who went on to beceme

head of Interpol. |
. During their v151t they cen’férred

~ published. Iwas their secretary:

- Alithree members ofthe Brmsh )
= pehee mission were good listen-:
-~ ers, getting on easy terms with all - .
. admitied, many valuable lessons -
~ Ofthe many. questlens of pehee;g:!?
came 10
- view in these interviews (and in
public debate), the way to deal.  —
long the reads

. whom they met.

actmty that meldentalty

'f.s wuh amhuehe

-was one of the most emotive. >

Gumey s death in October 195”1.;

~ on a mountain road, killed by fire
from close range by attackers hid- -

: _defn in the Jungle neerby, sufﬁ _.

I ]ehn Gull:ck was amem ber of

.?-;_-.-.61ent1 demonstrated that in typl- ]
ef the - cal Malayan conditions; Pa,les III]l .

Mala,ya,n police found the new;.f-'_“

an tactics donot work.
“leadership anunfair reproach up- -
~“on their own competence, all the -
- “more soastheyhad over the years -
- -(1946-48) given warning ‘more -
of the im- - -
- pending sterm hut these had

In December 1949 the pehcej-'.- .
mission- themselves arrlved m’-: -

Seremban on a day of mourning. -

"The day befere ‘a dozen Malay: _}‘_
policemen had been gunned down

~hy the first burst of fire when their - -
‘.. vehicle reached the summit of the
- sunmermg dlseentent --*_Bulﬁt Putus passtoJelebu. =~
-~ flared . into" open recrimination,
 when two senior officers, with =
. long police service in Melaya .
- much respected as experts on jn- .
-~ telligenice .and. - special branch °
'_i__;;hlcles Gurney met his death be-
-~ Sir Henry Gurney, who had -
. hunself come to Malaya from
- Palestine at the end of the British
- mandate was in a difficult pesmen,
- over the. O ConnellDuthie resig-
" nations and the ensuing -public
~outery. In an effort to calm things, needed in Palestine it got low pri- -
- he -asked the Britishr gevernme‘nt._-f
" 1o send out to Malaya a frio of ex-"~

‘pertsto advise on the current Sltu— o

* The necessity for protecting ve- |

_.-.hlcles with armour plate was evi-
~ dent eneugh but it took time to =
_ import -a “sufficient quantity of - |

steel pletes to protect all policeve-. -

‘cause he had refused to use anar-- |
: __meured saloon car until the pohce -
“had similar preteenen e

However; in the Ma,layan pehce

it was widely believed that.be-
~cause ‘such protection . was - net-j-.._. |

ority or was blocked altegeﬂier ;. |
Mala,ye, -
Anether we akness was’ the ob-

'-"3':-*V],OIIS inability of senior police offi-
cers. new 1o. the. eemplexmes of .
.-Ma,laya to. master the intricate . |
ethods by which criminal intelli-
. gerglce was obtained; evaluated -
an

lysed by those. Whe were

"L--aversed m these metters

- This was the factor-at the root of -

o the 0’Connell/Duthie affair.
‘many times with Gurney. After -
they depa:rted their written. re-
port, covering many topics, was -

“The 1950 enquiry was not a wa- B

‘tershed, such as the advent of Sir
Gerald Templer in 1952 and the )
_changes that he madein—among |
.other thmgs . the ehce high |
_cemmand But it eaeed a difficult

situiation and, as Templer himself -

~hadbeenlearnt aud the appropri-
- ate aehen ta.ken hefere he amved
'.;'_MPS S AL o

J—

the Malayan Civil Serviceand . -
“served as secretary tothe three -

members of the British Police " -
Mission. He nowlivesin \\ -

- ret:rement in Essex England

Cun Df—Hc l.z,eo":l-

th in an ambush durmg the EmergenCy
demonstrated the |mpertance of protectlng pohce ‘VEhiC- 5
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