KUALA LUMPUR. The ciese a.nd

~warm ties between Malaysza and Chl- N '

- na-will_form the basis for the two -
B ceuntmes to achleve the US$5(§ bﬂ]len
- RM176 bﬂheﬁ) bﬂater&l f;rade target
in 2010..

| Deputy Prlme Mlmster Datuk Ser1
_.Na_]lb ‘Razak said bilateral trade
~tween - Malaysia a_ha
| .ready reached SOme

5.3 .\_
g_-?:' ]

from

strength t6 strength 3

O YIE you understand eech other
~ learn each other’s language and cul-
~ ture, and embrace each other, you .

~eould beceme a nation which is confi- - |
" dent . of ‘moving . ‘bilateral -relations-
~faster and further,” he said at a dinner

.: last night to mark the 15th anniver-
" sary of the Malaysia-Chir
¢ Association, the 33rd-anniversary of -

- Malaysia-China diplomatic relations -
- and Malaysxa S Sﬂth yea-,r of mdepen-—

dence. . -

~ .Najib said Melaysm and Chma had

- * always supported each other ﬂ]reugh
- -good ‘and bad times. Citing as an ex-
 ample the Tiananmen Square inci-
| dent when the PRC was condemnéd -
by - the . Western world, he sa,ui
- Malaysza had stood by China..

- JAnd.in turn When we faced the ﬁ- -
na.m:la.l crisisin 1997, China helped us o

regain our: financial sta.bﬂlty Thet s
_-Why ‘Malaysia has never viewed China -
as a (tihreat as. mlphed by the Western

world.” -~

N&jlb sald Chma eﬁ’ered many ep—

a, Fmendshlp |

Uss22 meéh?fa;sf |
~ year,He said the’ twe:i.cotmtrles rela- -
¢ tiorship “could™" eﬁi OFOW

Batuk Serl Najlb Razak (centre) cuttmg a cake to commemorate the 15th
“anniversary of the Malaysia-China Ft]endshlp Association, the 33 years of
~diplomatic relations between the two countries and Malaysta s.50th.

-independence. Flanking him are (from left) the association wcempreSIdent
Datuk Yong Ah Pwi, p resident Datuk Abdul Majid Ahmad Khan, Chinese-
~-ambassador to Maiaysm Cheng Yonghua and the Chinese PeOpIe s
X Assoc:latmn fer Frnendshlp \mth Fore;gn Countnes wce-preszdent Feng Zuoku. |

'porttuutles and ca]led on Malaysmn_f
" comparnies to mcrease txﬁve~way trade

“with the country. -

as an opportunity.”
Ne;pb a.'lse sa;td he supported the

suggestlon by former deputy prlme f
“minister Tun Musa. Hitain that mere -
-Mala,ys
- “Notonly the Ma.leysm.n Chmese hut

Mala,ys as well. China-is becoming a
~world economic saperpewer We are .
net frightened of Chma but wew them' :

should learn Mandarin. -
Malaysia-China Friendship Assecl- :

-a.imn preSIdent Datuk- Abdul “Majid-
 Ahmad Khan said - the - assoeiation,
‘which has 2,000 members, was ¢om-
- mitted to assisting the govermnent in

strengﬂlemng ties with Chma YOI .
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