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K()TA BARU The two most Sought“ _' -

after Pasleaders in tomorrow’s party

~_elections have been the most coy-..-'; "

about the contest ahead.'

Desplte hemg approached agam
'”.and -again, party deputy president - ¥
* Nasharudin Mat Jsa and- his chal- -
~lenger, ulama chief Datuk Harun -
Taib, refused to speak at lengthto re- . |
~porters about their upcoming clash - |

. for thenumber two postin Pas. -

" Nasharudin drove here from Kuala B
" Lumpur dnd arrived on Tuesday - S
“evening, checked into ‘the Renais- S8

- sance Hotel where many of the party - §
~ leaders are staying, and. spent mostff.'_f-.,
- of the: night finishing his- opening- .

speeoh for the Pas Youth convention. -

'J--tovm

| --'frefused to talk toreporters.

Their: rehuctance to Speak leayes_”'_‘:?_ |

many questions unanswered. But in

. He a,ttended the pa,rty S oentralji;
~_committée. meeting yesterday and
" Jater huddled with a group of friends -~
for a long lunch, But he too pohtely'

‘Harun, meanwhﬂe isstaying at the fﬂ;-‘fUIama chlef Datuk Harun Talb

"'Hotel Raudah m_ a,nother pa,rt of
3 : ._respectwely represent one questlon

‘matters. ahove a,]l else: How strong is
- eachside? " T |

~The: answer to that carrles more

Igni 1ca.nce than who wins or loses;.
| ~_;.~:and what is driving the keen mterest

in this year’s contests:-
“ A strong win by the Young Tt ks —

_the clash' between the progresstwei_'_:. 'f"a,n urbane team led by Naeherudln

" “Young Turks and the conservative old .~ who swept to power 111 the last’ party

| *':guard that N asharudm a,nd Ha,run' ';?;pol]s two yea,rs ago — wﬂl shore up

.....

A 'somet]mes openly) oppose the new
.. policies of their rivals — for msta,nce .
. the decision to bring in pop singer -
< Mawi for a, concert in Kelantan —
> ecould pave the way for the opposite: A
_.-dismantling of the" Young Turks®
- agenda, and maybe even the return -
- of a hard-line Pas inflexible when it
eomes toits Islamic state aspirations. .
- As thmgs stand, the-current lead- -
'_._ershlp line-up. voted in two years ago -
" is clearly. skewed 111 fa,vour of thew
- Young Turks. |
. Erom deputy pre51dent -
@ Nasharudin, a,ll -?_'_j_j.’.ee of ‘the: party’s-
. vice- pre51dents are- also™ from the - -
- same team, as is nearly half of the 36 -
- member central committee. -
.. But not everyone. down: the ]me is -
;happy with the way things have been = gr:
-, .going since the last party. |
__ Pas officials: admit- that there are
. .grouses ‘by those who - feel the |
- -“changes arenot going any |
‘that a small section of arch-conser-
vatives is still very much against the -
_candidates Tetain - the ‘three vice-

- ageforPas to expand the pa.rty s sup—' “-'_---_'I'ehanges which to them mark a de-

e LTI

Incum nt Nasharudln Mat Isa

thelr repackagmg a,genda, of pro- :
Jectmg amoderate and acceptingim-

port base. -

Tt will prove that the grassroets of
the 800,000-strong . party are still -
“with them. ‘Optimists feel this could, -
i turn, encourage the evolutron of a
more ‘mainstream” Pas, ey

-But a win, or-even. na,rrow loss, hy

the old gua,rd who prwately (aud

Aside

sta,te goa,ls SRR
 Party sources unhappy wi
Young Turks say Harun wil

_lenger: in:the-last party-
Datuk Hassan Shukri, received. -

electlons L

where,and

secureall -
- the votes which Nasharudin’s chal- 3;':-__‘-51des need is a. strong and definite

electrons %

ga,tes who agree Wlth the younger
leaders’ -agenda, hiit feel that the
~deputy presidency should be given 10
~ the more charismatic Harun, who,
- they feel is better suited as the ‘sec--
~ond-in-line to pre31dent Da,tuk Ser1
Abdul HadiAwang: © - ;
“ One party figure, however feels

~ Nasharudin still has the upper hand,
“noting that he and his team have in

the past two years managed-to exert

“a very strong grip and mﬂuenoe the
day—to day running of Pas. L
- Both the Young Turks and thelr ri-
Vals hate to admit that a schism exists -
and that the stakes are clear cut in:
this election. :
. What will count is how the largely |

rural and mainly conservative party
assroots vote. Their-choice will sig-
‘nalwhatkind of Pas willbe goinginto
_the next general election — one that
will either be sohdly umted or 1n-f~:~'%
oreesmgly divided. . _,.
~ An' inconclusive result — say 1f;

N asharudin loses but the Young Turk

parture - from Pas orlgma,l Islanuo - presidential posts —can spell trouble
) o for Pas;dor it could mean a long-_-

) '_ff'_rdrewn outfeud.

“With the: Stakes S0 h1gh what both

“outcome.” But-that’s Somethulg nel--'
- ther -Nasharudin nor Harun are

He Wﬂl also get the Support of dele-'_-?'..._-..: f}_-openlyvadnuttmg at thls pomt
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