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-.'_,'MOSGDW MalaySIa and .

~ have agreed to set up a joint. corn—_:
‘mission to-expedite several agree-

_ ments to improve relations and eco- . &

nomic tlES between the twe coun-?};,_-ji}:_

tnes s

- ane MmIStEI‘ Dattzk Serx Abdul_
lah Ahmad Badawi said the commis-
sion, made up of ministers from both

 nations, would meet annually ancl
alternately in the two countries: -

- “The commission can act as & cat--.-s-;--

”-S,alyst to expedlte these: agreements

f'.'_and points that we discussed at our. "

| '-1b11ateral meeting today (vesterday),”

said. Abdul!ah at a Je;mt ptess cenfer—
- ence-
'-_-"Vladlmlr F'utm at the Kremlm yes- .

\\\\\

-terday RN .
~ Thev Malaysxan leader alsn reaa
vealed that among the agreements

“the two nations had agreed to sign -

.:**-'isoon were: the- avoidance of-double -
taxation -and- protectlon of lntellec—

,. tual pmperty :
- ““These agreements are 1mportant
to encourage investments between -
- Russia and Malaysm as well as- tn
improve bilateral ties,” he added.
- Abdullah and Putin also: talked
v_-_--about the good. relations the two
countries enjoyed- with’each other -
and that this year-marked.the 40th
' anniversary of the éstablishment of .-
.dlplornatlc ties: be }r_-.ﬁf"_'een RllSSla and
| Mala sia, - e
Whlie Abdullah noted that the
“relatiens ‘had: improved  tremen-
*-dously in: recent years, Putin noted
~ there were ‘over 2,000 Malaysxan
=--students now studying in Russia.
The Malaysmn Prlme Mlmster sald

_thCh Russia excelled in, : |

- Abdullah ‘said Russia’ was a geod;___f
partner for allewmg Malaysia to par- ©
--"_tlt:lpate in- various fields, lnt:ludmg

BT Ty

he had also personally asked Putm toi |
~allow- Malays:an athletés to trainin
- Russia as well.as give assistance for = -
f'_'_"edncme- :

©- - Aseanregion, with trade amounﬁng
" to.about US$1.1bil last year antl was B
‘growing this: year.. ~ _.
-~ “The first. quarter trade ﬁgures’ :
N -have shown'a growth of nver 60/ ”
‘the Russian [eader said. -

_the development of spm‘ts

space exploratlon and oil'and gas. -

- Malaysia’s first.astronaiit will
klast off to the International Space = .
-Station as a- member of a-Russian-
crew -in- ‘October” while. Patronas,
stake m Russ1an 011

holds a 13

Towards betl'er tlesh.ﬂPutm__.z_ a‘ 'd'fAbdulla

) . |- . ..-'. ] L ¥
ri“ﬂ}’g -

-:-.‘ _glant Rosneft after 1ts IPO earller thlS
'year - _
Putm satd Malaysxa was the btg-"

gest tradtng partner for Russia inthe
 the problems and securinga perma—_

‘nent peace in the Middle East™,

‘On international affatrs beth lead-

ers said they-shared common views.
-on . various matters -such:as the
Mlddle East 51tuatlon Iran ant:l Iraq

h seal thelr fruuful meetmg wuth a handshake m'Mnscew yesterday

. .

Later at the off aal banquet in hlS

-honour Abdullah said: ‘Malaysia.
- -recognised the pivotal role Russia;
could:play “in finding solutions to

nc- partlcular ‘we -look’ tnwards'

'_'-fRussxa to secure the: cooperdtion.of
the other members of the-Quarteton -

the Middle East to give urgent atten-

- tion to.the plight and suffering of the
_Palestznian people, especially .in-
-view of the-latest dangerous devel-t _-;
L opments in Gaza d he sald |
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