| .PAS 1eaders at the pa

muktﬂmar Ry

~had been - makmg jekes about the'-_--;’i‘ff;,"-—'

kebocoran or leakage dssue in |

* _'Parhament

“But the- oke was on thern when |

_'ien the ﬁnal day of the mukemar, they_f-"__ e
‘encountered. some kebocoran in - .

.thelr very midst.
- The party’

‘was to be. tevealed only: yesterday,
‘had !eaked by Saturday evening. and-f-i,j_-';;;:_;_}j5-".'.--%':'..?;:..;;,-,.
‘every newspaper published the eut-w-'-;f’*f-f;‘f‘-f_;_-?fer the party.

‘come 0f the main contests. -

“The:P
Icme of _the rnsst secretive-bodiés in
the party and:its memhers were

.-_-;untlersta'ndably quite upset.

- The same thing happened m thefﬂl.}-‘ o
‘polls but not every news- ~
_paper:got it right. This tlme the leak

| last party

S0 to. speak ‘was spot on..

‘But the party leadershlp had noI-:-h..i‘-".i--‘é:
complamts about the electlon result{f ~have felt like he was sitting on a hot -
- stove the last few days, but the win
~ has confirmed him as the rlghtful”
- man forthejob o
~ - His win. also showed that al—
thou h the delegates respected Ha-
run, the did not believe the contest
was warranted Nasruddin had been -
~on the job for only two years and-:
- that was not a fair penod of tlme to R

_judgehrm —_

The cembmatron of people whe
'won the three vice- pre51dent Pposts -
and the 18 central committee seats -
iwas a reﬂectmn of how far PASad :

itself, . -

'ﬁgures ‘technocratic. pmfessmnals

and grassreets activists.

“The younger leaders who came in
| w1th the winds of change in the Jast:

“party-polls had been under pressure
from ‘the old guards:and their sup-

porters. But the delegates obviously -
thought they:were as. important. to. -
the party as the trad:tronal ulama
s back-'-.’-._

ijho used to formathe pa___.

S EIECtlon Tesults Whlch';"_-‘_"' e

" election commt‘i?ﬁee is e
maturi}:ﬁl

Sorne at themuktamar even allud-w )
| ed to it as the “dream team” for PAS.
‘It had an interesting mix of ulama -

bﬂne,

""

'5-}deputy president post against Datuk
- Harun. Taib by a deaswe 207-V{3t€_ |
- .majority. |

“The 45-year-old Nasruddin st

sy,

“The elele ates knew what is geed- o
‘They understand the
- reality and challenges ahead and the
: '""'new ‘tean is- a reflection of their
- said newlyﬂelected cen-
. tral _committee: member Detuk- |
f‘;-Takryuddm Hassan. Ul
‘Nasaruddin Mat. Isa retalned-.-.;;;_;‘f"':

,_--»The comblnatlon of people who
| won the VP posts and the I8 central
'--‘commlttee seats is a reflectlon of
‘| how far PAS has come from |ts
f sekolah pondok roots«

 come from its sekolah pondok or vnl-
- lage religious school roots. |
 Datuk Husam Musa led the vzce-.{_' i
3_pre51tlents line-up with an astonish- = leaders, It i$ mot ‘going to dissipate
ing 831 votes from the 947 dele- -
gates, His two fellow VPs Mehamed
Sabu and Ahmad Awang trailed wzth-i;.{;;,_-_-F”
. -ous,”said a young professional.

666 and 427 votes respectively.

_The Universiti Malaya. tralned_-’f_;_-;
“speeches took pains to assure party
“members that the ulama leadershrpgi‘

: -,_weuld ‘work tegether wrth the

o economrst has impressed party peo-
- ple from his days as an MP and now
~-asa Kelantan exco.member. ; |
. ‘Husam’s polltlcal success wrll give

‘Kelantan Mentri- Besar Datuk Nik . -
‘Aziz Nik-Mat even greater reason to;-};;-.;.'_: Mohamed Daud, better known ‘as
" ‘Mat Irag, impressed his audience

- name him as a possible successor.
“with his down-to-earth understand-_

Nik Aziz and Datuk -Seri- Hadir
- Awang have been very SUpportlve of
the younger leadership. -

“The two elderly ulama have had -
‘hands-on experience in running a

state. They know that religiosity and

‘prayer alone cannot help them with
the complexities of running:a state.

“They need the technocratic skills -
and knowledge of the younger pro-
fessional. Hence, thelr suprport for -
‘the group's energy
The contest, especrally fer the Nof

2 post was a clear reﬂectlon of the_ _,
.- differences in ideas and approaches
‘between the old guards and younger

just because there is now a “tlream_
team” in place. - o
“The rift is. there hut it is net serr—:_i

All the leaders in their wmdlng_upffﬁ

young prefessmnals
‘The new Dewan: Ulama head;ﬂ{

ing of the varlous 1nterest groups in

the party.
) convmced many in the audience

: that he was a worthy successor to-
- Harun in the Dewan Ulama. =

The last party. polls were ahout

" renewal and bringing in new. people |
tohelp the party récover lost greund__
‘inthe 2004 general election.” --

‘This" weekend’s electlon conééf

. fﬁrmed that team which will lead the |
| party H’ltO the next general electlen
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