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BANGI The main issue in Kelantan is the
~_political contestation between Umno and
PAS; not between Muslims and non-
Mushms an ]ndonesmn scholar has

| observed |

Itis not true that Kelantan has hardly any";_"

space for non- Mushms as there is rehglous
. tolerance for this greup ‘which co:r.lstltutes
about 6% of the state’s: populatlon Dr |
.’_=Bud1awan Purwadi.said. -
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-Z_:fi;?_:-.~Kela1;1tan For non-Muslims there, there i is-
" no sense of being threatened and there is

—enough freedom to do thelr own rehglous
| "practlces .

“As for Mushms, the non—Mus]J,mS 31‘3 nﬂt.,

~ a threat and they see them all as fellow -

}Kelantanese regardless of their rellglon and -' |

 ethnic¢ aﬂihatlons,” he said ata semmar on
,___:':'_._Rehgmus Tolerance and Polltlcal

Budlawan is: a ,;.-;.;'ismng fellow at the

Institute of Malaysian and Internatlona]
Studies, Uhiversiti Kebangsaan. Malays1a 3
under the. ‘sponisorship-of the langkok—based

~Asian Scholarship Foundation. -

'He read for a PhD-in the Southeast A51a11

 Studies Programme of the National
University of Singapore in 2003 and teaches
_in the Graduate Programme in Re]l:gteus

_-_and Cultural Studles at Sanata Dharma

During; his smhmomh fellows p .
y begummg March he stayed in. Kelantan for

two-and—a—h_j‘_‘_ f months to complete researc_:;-_;z
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. on rel1glous tolerance in the

| noted understand that as

“There areno mter-religtous problems 111;.\';

s added

| ;n.et completely gonef 80 non—Mushms inth
e _:_-j,state see:Umno as the
Federal

Mon

B ,;.:The thmk 1f a party
. ihas htstoncally down-
. l..._...:_:rooted in one area and
/7  can serve everyone, once

- State.
Non—-Mushms in the state he

“minorities, they have to tolerate
some thmgs in the name of
pragmatlsm as a matl:er of
~survival.: - &
“For example non—Mushms
“could accept the sense of
hawng been conditioned, not
- forced,:to a'_'_\._jj__ pt to the Mushms
sacred timme." " e o
“In Kelan_”' -Li.f'.j,}: "day 1s
p:l:'ayer day, not only for _.
Musljms but also for 11011—- .
Mushms as even the Chl'lstlaIlS Sunda)r
Schaol is held on Fridays? .
- Having been- cendmo;_'?_;_i;{_d to adapt to the

A

*; ‘may be some sort of -
;;ﬁi_‘;:r:_-;_:._mstabﬂlty” IR
- Budlawan concluded
L _{fthat the consequenceéof: -
¢ -seeing the contestation

_IDiGIE -such a way is that the
. mmp people may tend to vote

A LT mentary consutuencles

- and for PAS 111 the state-seats. s

~Asked why he chose Kelantanﬁz;he sald
mter—rellgtous conﬂlcts especlally between

ffICAL CONTESTATION

: Mushms and Chr1st1ans had been so |
prevalent in Iridonesia in the past feW years
‘such as in Ambon and Poso, that he dec1ded

* to study the situation in Kelantan where
» - non-Muslims are not only in a pre-_ -~
. it is no longer there, there "~ dominantly Muslim state but are also ruled |
by an Islamist party. -

Wlth being a minority, does not necessar:[];y |
}j. i:_:_:_-._;._-.;f_'j-_;.____'-ceme d.sense of paranoia-about the
- religious and: eultu,

o “between the two parﬂes 1115_5é}f:-_'."'-';*'ima] ority if the former’s right to articulate

- for Umno in the parha-h
'_}-__';_-j,_.:s.-‘;based on:which various religious and .
:-.--.é?‘}-.-__il;i;%;{'-:_cultural commumtles can live together and
-~ share.common space, regardless of the |
'_;..’_g_f_f'-i{:;fj_}degree of mtegrated’—ness._

“One anertantpomt I have learnt is. that |

.....

ral expressions of the

own cultural and religious. expressmns |

fﬁffaranteed not ‘only legally but socially.

‘here inust be a-sort of social contract

current system is notin ?;'_:_fi-;essarlly understo od
- as h_amg been discrimipated against, 8o . . ...
long as: there is space to negouate Bud1aw_'_“;' o

However, he satd a sense of bemg

shadow of an Islamic statei_‘
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_“They believe that : so long as’ the
consututlon regarding the status of Islara_
aIld religious freedom is not amended, P/ :"7S
idea. of an Islamic state W:lll not come true

100% e mpi

Ilon—Musl]ms hav_e a
an abollt the s a‘i‘ﬁt

aemve the P as soskef
,;__soci’al order\__as itha
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