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KUALA LUMPUB Mushms must
rise above their comfort zones to
. excellnsmence and tecbn lo:

"¢y and backwardness.

Badawi said yesterday that Islam

had a rich legacy of science an

- culture which should be an inspi
ration to Muslim.societies; ‘

Muslim world; the percentage of
illiterates is so high. Not only that,
- theére is no Islamic umiversity that™
has entered the ranks of thé-top
100 universities in the'world. We
are left behind in terms of knowl-
- edge and the economy, and this i is
ery embarrassing,” he said. -

He was speaking at the la.unch
~ of the Scientific Excellence in Is-
~ lamic Civilisation Exhibition at the
_Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre

yesterday, .
Abdullah, who is also the cur-

: rent chair of the Organisation of

Islamic Conference, said the situa-
tion could be improved:if Mushm -

-leaders changed: their mindset

and undertook efforts to improve
lmowledge-bmldmg and the eco-

, normc condition of their nations.

‘The OIC has 57 member coun-
tries butmore than half, or 31, are”

classified by th&e Umted Natlons a
: de :

= Vision 2020; asuccess. They should
~emulate mic- ars i

tists in’ })ast was the happlness
.of humankind. That:is why-they~ -
- lived so contentedlyback then, us-
- ing technology in fields like agri-
~culture, botany, medlcme and hfe
~sciénees. -t
'Ihey gave fu]l attentlon to a,ll

“I am extremely sad that in the ;

 limis in MaIaysm should also strive:
for glory and innovation to make '
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_Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi presents the award and a souvenir to renowne

of science and technology in the Muslim world, Prof Dr Fuat Sezgin (left) after Iaunch@g the

fields and, sumla,rly, that should
be our aim,” he said.

nology and Innovano Mmlstry and
the Institute for: ~the History of Ara-

-bicslamic Sc1enoe r}ohann Wolf- ‘

, ) ity
';;’E‘ighty three-year—eld “Sezgin,
Who is the mstmlte S founder and

- Atthe event Umversm Teknolo-~:

honorary director, was delighted
‘that a university chair for re-

search: and- the teaching” of Ara-

- bic-Islamic science history would E
‘be founded in UTM.- ~

“To my knowledge, this is gomg

_to be the first professorate dedi-
. cated to that subject in the Islamic
~world. The decision to name this

ichair after me seems, in my esti- -
- mation, actually too great.an hon:.
--*.our;” he said inhisspeech.

Sezgin ‘said it was a fact that

3most Muslim intellectuals were -
- still under the influence of the his-

toric concept of renaissance. . - -
" "Hesaid they could hardly i nnag-‘
‘ine that their culture onice made a

significant and creative contribu- =

" tion n the hist By of Science. -

- self-consciousness, far removed
from superficial arrogance”

yesterday. Wlth themis Sclence Technology and Innovation Mlmster Datuk Seri Dr ]an@ U

“Historiography
seem a kind of lux

“yet for the Islamic world it is of

substantial = importance.  The
knowledge of a creative past could

inspire a sense of the potentials of .
the individuals and ‘a general

.The three-month-long " exhibi-
thIl will- be held at the KLCC until
Jan 14 after which it will be moved
to - the: National Smence Centre

from Jan23toM
As part of the extlibition, the Na-
tional Science Centre will be or-
“‘ganising ‘various science-based
activities and demonstrations. -
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