; CEBU CITY Datuk Sen Abdullah |

‘Manmohan Singh on the sidelines
of the 12th Asean Summit. -
The two prime ministers took

E ‘esterdayt - meet:

sions. included: the free trade
agreement (FTA)  negotiations

- will seea significant doublmg of
Asean-India trade if successful -

this year. ;
‘The negotlatlons however
“have hit some stumbling blocks,
mainly due to Asean’s dissatisfac-

‘tion _over India’s- exclusion list, :
‘items. -

which - includes. trade -
important to the  grouping's mem-
“bers. Initially containing 1,414
items, the list was pruned to 560

items -before bemg reduced fur—"»

therto 490, - ,
- Asean, at its Economlc Mmls—

ters’ Meeting earlier last' week.-
had warned India that negotia~

tions would be ‘stopped if the .

- issue could not be resolved,
Abdullah als¢ attended--the .
10th Asean+China Summit yester—
~day and witnessed the signing of

of the Asean-China Free Trade
Area; the Plan of Action to Im-
. plemient. the Beijing Declaration -

nership for Common Develop- -

Understandmg Between -
|"Asean Secretariat and China’s:

|- cultural Co-operation. :
| -« The Asean-China pact. has cre—
. ated the world's largest free trade

area of 1.7 billion consumers with

“about US$2tril (RM7tril) and total

trade’ -estimated at US$1 2tril :

(RM42tril):

“In addltlon the Prlme Mmlster'

trade |$y§§\g

 with -Bis Indian- counterpart Dr-
time off from their busy schedules;

“It-is. believed that thelr dlSCUS— .
“between Asean and India, which

from US$15bil (RM52.7bil) in
2005 to US$30b11 (RM105.5bil)

the Trade and Services Agreement -

_on Asean-ICT Co-operative Part---

ment and the Memorandum of-
“the-

| Miinistry of - Agrlculture on Agr1— .

a combined economic output -of : -

lwv?

it th en joined

the other leaders for a'gala dinner -
hested by Philippines President
‘Gloria Macapagal Arroyo and her
-husband Jose Miguel Arroyo.-
Meanwhile, leaders of the 10

‘Asean nations have pledged to>

~build a concerned community,

which, among ‘other things, will

~effectively address issues related
X to the survival, development pro-

téction and part1c1patlorrnghts of

children; > - %

Under. the- Cebu: Declaratlon

fowards One Carmg and Sharmg

- Community,- the leaders have
< also pledged to ‘encourage the
equitable and effective ‘partici--
pation of women in all fields in
the Asean commumty bulldmg
process.. -

€ , also stamped
- their-eommitment to ‘promoting
identity bu stipport of an
Asean comrnumty by undertaking
mmatxves to-foster. the “we feel-
mg among the

- Aseari woos China; India™ -
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