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| - Ali said he was:the tor;ure ,v1ct1m**

whom his American tormentors draped

in‘a dark hood and cloak and forced to
stand atop a concrete. block with his -

arms  spread " out, “crucifixion-like.
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Photographs of the degradmg and bru-

tal abuse in Abu Ghraib two years ago
stunned and outraged the world, =

erican soldrer§ five
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and-and only shows it when
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“bleeding ‘tongue,
Electrical wires hangmg from both
hands were. attached to an electrical.

It was not just a'pose because Ali was -
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lookmg Al ‘Shalah, -
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mouth a doctor was called i But ‘when
it- was found that the blood was &pm a
the doctor
“Continue. wrth the torture.” 4 .
Ali.- was a univérsity lecturer in

‘Baghdad when he was arrested due to -
‘his- vocal criticism of the- American

invasion,

-The electrocut(ons and his deformed

hand, which was the result of soldiers
stamping on it with their heavy boots,

- ~were just a-small part of the torture that o
~ he went through.

said:

p tur ure of the man in the hood standing with outstretched hands in
‘Ghraib prison has become a symbol of American sadistic torture
The Star ] eets the man in the hood in an exclusive interview. |

=

Men were stripped naked and made to
serve meals to women detainees. If the

- women detainees averted their eyes, the
~men were beaten up.

His body is riddled with scars as a

result of being kicked, stamped on and -

. beaten with metal rods.

“They poked a rod into one of my
bleeding wotinds and twisted it around.
Once they beat me until | was semi-con-

- - scious. [ can still remember the song they

were playing - By the Rivers of. Babylon.”
The worst were the screams of those

berng tortured around him. o
"Men raped in fronf of women and

- women raped in front of men. Have you
~ heard of the 'Black and Decker torture'?
- They used the power drill to make holes

in your leg, arms, stomach- and even in
your eye;
Throughout his 1mpr1sonment they

" demanded from -himi ‘names .of people

who were a threat to the invasion
forces.

One day, they prled him mto a truck
with others. He had no idea where they
were' heading until the truck stopped
and he was pushed off onto the road.
Only then dld he realise he had been
freed. . .

The. 18m—tall Ali looked like a skele-
ton. He werghed only 40kg, less than half
.of the 95kg when he was taken in.

Ali is today the founder and co-ordinator
of the Association of V1ct1ms of American

-Sexual abuse was a prevalent part of » Occupation Prisons.

the prison torture. Ali speaks reticently
-about guns and broomsticks being thrust -
__mto “parts of my body.”

“Men or women, they don't care, They

‘ ,\ doit to them ” he said. -

He will be one of the. speakers at an
international- conference-cum-exhibition
entitled Expose War Crimes: Criminalise
War to be held at the Putia World Trade
. Centre from Feb 5 to Feb 7.
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