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~MIRL Barlsan Nasional will con- .
tinue to represent the majorlty of

-‘Malaysians only if it remains rele-
vant and fulfils the aspirations of

the people, Prime-Minister Datuk .

Seri - Abdullah Ahmad Badawi
said yesterday.

Abdullah, who is BN chalrman,
reminded the coalition’s mem-
bersat the opening of the Parti Pe-

saka Bumiputera Bersatu’s 11th -

© triennial general “assembly that
‘the demands of a more informed
. ‘electorate were changmg

“If we want to remain relevant, -

- then we must change for the bet- - k
will succeed.”

~“ter-in every possible aspect. We
“-must enhance our leadership
with a greater level of knowledge
and be focused in wanting to pro-
vide for the people. We- must be

fu fll peopl

fully commltted to servmg the

- people " Abdu]lah said in his ad-

dress.

“The people will continue to be .

with us only if we constantly im-

. prove the. way we manage and
steer the nation. The people’s ex- -
pectatlons of us are not the samé

today as they were when we

achieved independence. )
“The “better educated and. in-

formed Malay51ans today demand

better ‘service and performance -
from us and we ‘must face this
‘ chaﬂenge ‘headson. “Challenges
--are not problems but. opportuni-
ties for usito prove ourselves. Face

these - challenges .- with ~ the
strength ‘that -you have and you

Since independence- from the

Britishin 1957,/BN had trans- -

formed the - country into an

emerging- -economy. but more

: BN wi | continue
e’s as

CNgT=

could be done if mlstakes'were'

’L, 2607,

recogmsed and corrected, he said.
“I miistsay that we have done a

.- good job in developing this coun- .
- ry, but at the same time we must -
look back and.identify our short-*
commgs durmg thlS 50-year jour- -

ney.”

Speaking beforo 1,500 PBB del-~
- egales and .grassroots leaders-
gathered for the four-day party: -
- convention here,” Abdullah said

the fundamental strength- of BN
was the unity and spirit of consen-

sus that had preva,lled since 1ts'

early days.

‘He elaborated at length on the - -

wisdom of power-sharing among
the races, which was ‘conceptu-
alised by the first prime minister,
TunkuAbdul Rahman.

Also present were PBB presi-’
dent and Chief Minister Tan Sri .
Abdul Taib Mahmud and other

pirations

state BN component party lead-,
ers.

Focusing Qn- Sarawak and the
‘government’s balanced and equi-
‘table approach, Abdullahisaid the
~state had progressed well under

~Taib’s leadership. and reaffirmed
- the federal government’s.support

N

in bringing greater. development -

o every strafa of society.

“In terms-of size, Sarawak is as

- big as Peninsular Malaysia where -

we have many state governmenis

~ to_implement development. pro-

grammes but here in Sarawak we

~‘only have one-state government,

- “The federal government will -

be fully behind you in all your de- -

‘ velopment programmes for the

: people

. The prime minister also relter-,
ated the need to develop human

~ capital in the nation’s-march to-
wards Vision 2020. : ;
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