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reason for Malaysia to contin-
. ue the New Economy: Policy's

(NEP) affirmiative action when
) ;"broadcastyesterday w e Ahise
---:"When - asked “how long 1t'/, 1ath

would take to achieve the taf-. -

- per cent Bunnput
, are achieved.

. Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Abdullah Ahmad Badawisaid
it was not .easy to restructure

~ ‘society by-eradicating poverty

- and bridging the gap between

Bumiputeras and non-Buml
| puteras,

““I don’t think it will be per-”,
manent, (hut) itisimportantto .

> ‘address- the unhalance, the
ethnie“ifitbalance, it is abso-
‘ lutelyunportant PR
- “Atthesame time tocreate a
situation where the (Bumiput-

era) people can now be actlve-k
Ly mvolved in busmess and in-

he said in ‘an interview with - -tk

-ment was aiming for 2020 or o
“earlier. :

,Jthatpohcya,ny{nore uld have .
“We Ca.n.nOt g() on wit thlS

~(the ‘Bumiputeras) to- obtain’

—;x &

dustry, that s o, ea.sﬂy done

cable  news . mnetwork | oW aways
Al-Jazeera: The interview.was =~ On i

get, Abdullah said the govern:

~ “Omnice.we achleve it, the
uld

“I have dec1ded not 10 Te-
forever. It is intended to-be-a  spond to all ‘the ‘accusations
policy to help, to" assist them = that have been made aga.mst
“me because I'mi concentrating

certain objectives. . . on-my ]Ob I have a lot of work o
“When the objectives-are . todo.~ -

met, there is no reason for the  ~ “Idon’t want to be engaged \

continuation of the policy.be-  in thiskind of verbal war. :

cause the policy-is ‘anchored: ™

on the objectwes a,nd_ the :

o “In,,Ma,laysuaz,th tht is: hap-

“I have a job to do-and’ Tm :
domg it- and Tm provmg to.

OnCG O/eclVBS are me/,
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Malay51ans and Malaysmns
‘have noticed it. -

rocess;

K e P MNIS

f-~ . hoped the recently formed na- -
- tional - - unity - - government:
; be e would work and ca]led on fs-

on raeltorecognisejt. - .
“ At least Hamas. should be
. given'a chance to see how they :
~.are going to manage. - =

~“Agroup that has heen en-

"gaged inactivities which have.

been - brandedas terrorism
normally ‘changes - when -it’

- -given the power to govern i he -

said.

madme_]ad Abdullah sa.ld /
Teheran was willing to-allow
the International Atomic En-

“ergy -Agency 1o mspect its fa-
= cilities,

“President Ahmadmejad is |

 a man who has been pushed,

pressed- agamst the wall " he
said. ,
“So it’s going to be very d]ﬂi- I

- cult; Itis the-reaction of a per-
-son who.feels that there is so

much against’ him.”

. Onthe p0ss1bﬂ1tyof dUmted o
States dattack - on° Iran,. the

prime minister said he did not

think it likely that President
. ‘George W. Bush would g0 for

_Tran the same way-he'
rag. :
On  Iran’s nuclear pro- " think it would be botter if
grammie and the West's hostil- -
ity to PreSIdent Mahmoud Ah

with,

‘no military action is taken
_,agamstlra.n e
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