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Prime Minister Datuk SerI Abdu]lah
Ahmad Badawi said he was. tnvited- to

- the World Economic Forum by founder

Klaus Schwab and took up t th&offer ]
CWe Want 1o_convey. our: wews We.

yrics ye
 intimate: gathermg of top leaders :
nsformed into a ‘major market--
ing event for some compames and even:
countries.. :
-But the foru.m tl_]l the place forex-
change ideas at- a global level, Wh.lch'»

“1nakésitvery: attractive. -

Abdullah’s views ata plenary Session
earlier-drew a spirited response from

--Chief Rabbi David-Rosen;, president of

the International Jewish Committee for -
Inter-Rehglous Relations. -~~~ :

The prime 1 minister said that much Of :
the tension bétween Muslim countries

" - and the West would dissipate if the con— -

flictin Palestine is resolved: :
Rosen disagreed. Instead, he said
what was needed was for countries to
be self-critical. He also blamed the me-
dia for - highlighting conflicts ' when

-~ there ’is “wonderful connnumca‘uon ;
“between religions. ‘

. “He wants us to be mtrospec‘uve and
work to.improve our situation. Which is

~why I have to tell him ‘what Malaysm
did.” said Abdullah.

At the session, he gave examples of

““the open house concept during various
~festivities where the country’s various

races mingled peacefu]ly and enjoyed
each other’s comipany. -

- The session, chaired by New Ybrk
Times columnist Thomas Friedman, al-
_so raised the question of how Muslims
~of different” sects can live. together in

peace. - ‘
This led to unexpected pralse ef
ia from another speaker, Saudi
SPrincess Lolwah Al- Fm
yave to re-learn religien,” she
g's0 would erase friction be-

‘ twe@é%cts Tike the Sunnis and Shias:

Finding a model nation for this is dif- -

-ficult, she “said, but “Malays1a is. the '
: closest RE -
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