ASEAN leaders are determmednf

..~ tosee througha plan to setrules

* for the regional body and create.
- a free trade-zone with As1as .
~“large economies by 2015. ‘
A _session at: ‘the. World Eco- -

- ‘nomic Ferum highlighted some

- concerns- over: the plan, which.
“ - included, among others; its im-
“plementation;, political ~over-

“sight and development gaps.

“Indeed, it is going to be a:
o Very, very big debate. We do not.
. encounter easy salhng on. the
" >more - difficult issues,”

. - said
Plnhppme Pres1dent Glorm Ar

< Badawi; : Vietnamese Prime
- ‘Minister Nguyen Tan. Dung and
; Jusuf Wanandl a senior fellow‘

- Asian:Nationg

"‘f-o spht from the past

AN

of the Centre for Strategw and .

“International Studies iri Indone-
- 'sia,ina sess1og0pAsean '

The Assoclatldn ‘of Southeast

move to set up,a,charter that

“will transform’ the'40-year-old
* body into alegally-binding enti-

ty from its traditional informal
consensus-based approach.
“This “will include sancnons

 against members. c

- :The 10-memberAseams also
_taking the lead to create a free
. trade area together with India

and China, among others.

made a bold

v

“This is why economic mte-'

gratlon must succeed Abdul-_‘
’ lah said. : -
Jusuf; whose role was to pro- ;

v1de ‘a-contrasting view at the
- session, was worried about the

- plan’s execution. \
- He was also concerned that .
the charter would be “watered -

~ down” without the. necessary
pohtlcal 0vers1ght

bureaucratlc task
~force,”

*concerns over.implementation

- The. trade-‘zone, stretching:s but stressed that the trade area
. plan ‘had-been fast-forwarded\

»  from ‘India to  New Zealand,

could rival the Europeari Union. "
“We see Chma notasgrthreas.:

“-We see it as a. challenge The

challengeisreal.

-

by five-years.

" The foreign ministers should k
at least be actively involved in..

drafting the cha.rter, she added

-7 “It-is mow- going to. a ‘mid-
dle-level,

“Arroyo acknowledged the
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