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BANGKOK: Ma.lay51a S prune minis-’-.
ter will visit Bangkok next month af-
ter years of strain over separatist vig- -

lence along their shared border.-

Prime Minister. Datuk Seri Abdul- - -
lah Ahmad Badawi will travel to the -
Thai: capital en Feb 11 and 12, the )

-foreign ministry announced.
“Prior to this government, rela-

tions between-our two countries were =
- not as satisfactory,” Foreign Mm]ster‘ N

Nitya Pibulsonggram said.

“I believe we are on our Way ton o

making amends.”

Relations have been strained by
“ Thai Foreign Mlmster Nitya

three years of separatist violence in

Thailand’s Muslim-majority ‘south, -
where a majority of the populatlon is

ethnic Malay.

Ousted - prime minister Thaksin -

Shinawatra had periodically accused

Malaysia. of harbouring insurgents -

and of fallmg to co-operate in'the bat-
tle against the militants)
Nitya said Prime Minister Surayud

Chulanontwas: comnntted to resolv--

ing " the tmfest through peaceful
means. .
The Tha.l fore1gn minister a.lso de-

fended Thailand’s harsh reaction to. ;

“an unoﬂicml meetmg between

: a.mongfrlends “he said.

- Pibulsenggram says Kuala . o
Lumpur.and Bangkok are well - .

L. on thelr way.to maklng amends

’Tha.ksm and Smgapore Deputy

Prime Minister S. Jayakumar.
“It's a breach of understandmg

Thailand - cancelled 'dlpiomatlc

|

meetings and launched an investiga-

- tion into-alleged eavesdroppmg by a
. Singapore-owned telecom — actions

which Nitya said were justified.

““That was perfectly called for.” —
JAFP ‘
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