Task force to speed up
reform, boost growth
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'KUALA LUMPUR: A high-pow-

ered 23-member task force, hand- .

picked from the public and private
sectors, was set up yesterday to
promote faster reform in “the
country’s delivery system and en-
“hance economic activity.
-After months of expressing frus-
tration at the lethargic pace of re-

forms, Prime Minister Datuk Seri -

Abdullah Ahmad Badawi yester-

day named the task force —which -
reports directly to him - to facili< -

tate business and overhaul archa-
ic and unnecessary licensing and
bureaucratic procedures. -

The task force will be jointly
headed by -chief secretary to the

government Tan Sri Mohd Sidek -

Hassan and; from the private sec-

tor, by Federation of Malaysian .
Manufacturers presu;lent Datuk"

Yong Poh Kon.

The other members are 12 top
" civil servants from ministries en- ",
gaged in dealing with businesses -
and the public, and nine leading -

private sector individuals.
The task force has been man-
dated to identify and recommend

- necessary steps to change proce-- -
dures, rules and laws which will = -
make conducting business much o

easier.

The firstjob of the task force i is to .

“review issues affecting delivery

systems in local governments to-
make them -more efficient; ‘re-

sponsive and business-friendly.
Abdullah expressed confidence

-that the private sector-public sec- =

tor team would result in vast im-
provements in the business envi-
ronment, encourage more invest-
ments and create, more ]ObS for
Malaysians. "~ -

‘The task force Wlll be called Pe-

mudah the Bahasa Malaysia-

acronym for Special Task Force To
- Pacilitate Business. =

Second Finance MHuSter TanSrl ‘
-Nor Mohamed Yakcop, in aninter-
view with the New Straits Times,

gave an-insight-into the thinking
behind setting up the high- pow-
ered task force.,

*~ “Thé prime minister hastold.us

- on many gccasions that he wants: .

2007 1o be the year of implemen-

tation. He wants thJs to be the year

where:

~_® projects are’ anlemented ef-
- fectively;

R unnecessary licensing re-
“quirements are eliminated; -~ -

. s bureaucratic processes arere-

/.. - miinimise- leakaf;;es and

. wastage to ensure projects under :

:the ‘Ninth Malaysia Plan" bring

“about the henefits that we need to
“achieve our vision of beconnng a.

developed nationby2020.-
~=“We. ~have ‘good and "

 We have good and
“well thought-out

policies and the path
towards 2020 is well .
defined. All that we -
nmeed:now is effective

,‘mplémentatnen ,
- Malaysia is back on the
“radar screen of forelgn
’ mvestors The task
forceisa necessary

and effectwe:measure
to promote growth

1 and productivity to

higher levels.-

.Tan Sri-Nor.Mohamed Yakcop™
Second Finance Minister

-

thought- out policies and the path
towards 2020 is well defined. - -

“All that we need now. is-effec- -
tive - implementation,” Nor Mo-
- hamed said. -

He added that Abdullah be-
lieved. that' the private sector

would. contribute immensely to..

the task force by identifying the

.road blocks, bureaucratic delays
_and outdated laws and regulatlons
'j.;theyfacedmdomgbusmess S
-~ "The public sector, whichwould

be working hand-in-hand with

-their “private- sector. counter- -
- parts; could then focus on initiat-_

- ing the changes and ‘on 1mp1e-

mentation. :
“And- the timing could not be
more crucial,said Nor Mohamed.:
“Malaysia is back on the radar

~screen of foreign investors. -
~“The major macro economic in-..

dicators are posmve
“There is

“The ‘government-linked- com-

"+ panies’ reforrns have beenwell 1 re-.
ceived both at home and abroad.-

~duced and, where necessary, re-

— moved altogether; ' .

“Given these factors the ‘task

: a- bemgn -and”

favourable envirohment in térms-

* - of growth, employment, low infla- -
- tion, earnings growth and liquidi-

“gecretary-general Da

contribuﬁng to -greater achieve-

ment. If we can -efféct all these
changes, then the path to greater

‘successisverybright”. . .
Nor Mohamed added that as

part of the process of facilitating
business, he will be ‘meeting all
secretaries-general of the differ-

ent ministries tomorrow to ensure

payments are made on time and
projects. - are. nnplemenbed on

-schediile.

Other melrihers of the task force

kare.,

PUBLIC SECTOR

+ Internatienal ‘Trade and In-

: dustry secretary-general- Datuk
Abdul Rahman Mamat;

e Malaysian ~Administrative

‘Modernisation and Management
“Planning  Unit (Mampu) - direc- .

tor-general Datuk Yaacob Hussin;
¢ Natural Resources and Envi-

~.renment Ministry seeretary- gen-\ ;
"eral Datulg Suboh Mohd Yasin; -

- force is.a necessary and effective -~ ¢
~‘measure to.promote growthand 1
productivity to hlgher levels g
. Mohamed said.- ; :
‘And'to top it alI Nor Mohamed
said “there is a strong political will - .
- and. government servants and the
B puhhc sector are excited a.bout

George M.S. George; . =
“® “Federal Temtones Mmlstry

’L‘secretary general Datuk ‘Ahmad

. Seri WanZakiWan Muda;

Pheisal Talib; :
¢ Malaysian Industrial Develop-

‘ment Authority (Mida) director-
. general Datuk R. Karunakaran;

¢ Small-Medium Industries De- -
velopment  Corporation (Smidec)
chief executive Hafsah Hashim;
and,”

. Local Government Depart-

ment - director-general  Datin

Arpah Abdul Razak. N
“PRIVATE SECTOR )

" e American Malay51an Chamber -

*~of .Commeree ‘past ~ president
‘ - “Datuk NicholasS: Zeffreys; ‘
e Puhhc Service' Department di-©
- rector-general Tan Sri Ismail Adam;
o Treasury. secretary general'
"Tan Srilzzuddin Dali; ,
‘» PM’s Department Implemen-
tation Co-ordination Unit director- -
. general Tan Sri Khalid Ramli; -

* Malaysian Employers Federa- -

~“tion president- Datuk Azman Shah

Harun;. -
. Malay51an International -

'Chamber of Commerce and. Indus-

try president Mike Krishnan;
» National Council 6f Coinmerce .
and’ Industry deputy«,,premdent

‘,Pardlp Kumar Kukréfa;

+ Federation of Malay31an Man-*
ufacturers board member Dr
Andy Seo; -

- » Symphony- House Group Bhd

<. chief execunve Datuk - Azman
e \Yahya :

o Ahmad Zaki Resources Bhd
deptity executive chairman Datuk -

; )ociatefiﬂnnese Chambers

Termma.l Sdn Bhd (which operates :

: ‘Westportsm Port Klang)
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