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KUALA LUMPUR Datuk Serl Anwa;r

Ibrahim is said to be ilie prime mover -

behind the -opposition’s decision to

boycott the Batu Talam by-election

scheduled for Jan28.

" According -+ to" .- sources, the
two-pronged  strategy is meant o
save the eredibility of both Pas and
Parti Keadilan Rakyat(PKR). .~

A source said that if the opposition

~ lost, as many expected the result to

be, theformer Deputy Prime Minister

who is now PKR adviser would not be
_ blamed for the defeat.
-Eten if the Opposmon could win, it

" would defeat the purpose of them
' ~hav1ng a nationwide campai
cusing Barisan Nasional (BN) and the
Election Commission (EC) of manipu-
lating the election; said the source. -
The Malay-majorlty Batu Talam:

ac-

state seat is an Umno stronghold.

Itis learnt that Pas leaders met An- | v
war recently to seek his advice on the’

idea to boycott the election. ’

Although some Pas veterans were -
‘ mchned to contest, its younger lead- -
“grs were said to be'in agreement w1th )

Anwar,.
Pas deputy pres1dent Nasharud-

din Mat Isa however played down

Anwar’s role, saying that it was a
collectlve agreement between his

party and PKR.
- “We have to boycott Batu Talam
by-election to send a strong signal to
the government that we’re serious

-about electoral reform,” he said in a -

Joint Press conference here yester-
day,

He also brushed aside allegatlons
that Pas was afraid of losing, saying

. that the partyhad lost deposits in last:

year’s Sarawak state electlons and

- other previous elections. -
- -Observers believe that Pas does not
have much chance of winning the

Batu Talam by-election.
“Our party is always prepared to
contest, This time however we seri-

“ously want to prove | our point about

process;” he added.
PKR vice-president Azmin Ali, also
declimng to confirm Anwar’s decisive

role, said the demsmn was not based

0N ONeE Person’s view. -
Instead of participating in the elec-

- tion, he said both parties would or-
ganise road shows to expose what he-

claimed to be abuses in the current

" electoral system and process.

“Our decision to boycott this
by-election is to-give time for the EC

-.and the government to reva.mp the

eléction process. -
“We also want the voters to un-

~derstand that an election is not
worth it if there exists cheating and

md move to boycott by-election
N e o

the unfalrness of Malaysia’s electlon '

mampulatlon
Pas and PKR also mamtalned that

 they would not prevent people from

yoting if there was a contest. ,
Sources claimed that the Opposi-

tion would not interfere if any of their

members want to stand as mdepen-'

~dent'candidates.

The tactic is meant to prevent BN
from winning without contesting.

* “Atthe same time, Pas and PKR aré
hoping to prove that this by-election
isalso as dirty as they predictittobe,”
said a source:

Nomination is schieduled on Jan 16
following the death of BN state as--
semblyman Datuk Tengku Paris Ra-
zlanonDec 27.
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