[mprove performance or
B N ST

BANDAR BARU  BANGL:
Malaysia is on the right track
to achieving developed status

but the country has to be com- -

petitive in all aspects, while -

improving and strengthening
its delivery system.

Datuk Seri Abdullah,Almad
Badawi said the country could
not afford to remain stagnant
as other countrieg continuous-
ly improved on’ then' perfor-
mance.

“If we "do not improve, we
will lose out and be left out,”
said the prime minister at a
dinner of the Implementation
Co-ordination Unit (ICU) un-

der the Prime Minister’s De-"

partment at a hotel here-last
night. ‘

His speech was read by

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk
SeriNajib Razak..

Abdullah said an eﬁicrent :

delivery system-would not only

attract foreign: investors but.

more importantly, hasten de-

velopment, resulting in better .

owth, =

He said although it was sel-,

dom mentioned, the role of the

government in ‘social engi-

neering was still nnporta.nt
#I¢: (the._ role) covers many

aspects and ferms, among the

most important being the dis-

tributor of wealth through af- -

firmative actions. We-have to
ensure that any-increase in
wealth s distributed fairly. -

- “As ‘wealth distributor, thef

government tends to give out

- assistance in the form of subjsi='. .

“dies tothose in need. Although o

that fulfils the government’s

moral obligation, this is not -

enough for survival at the
global level. This- approach
will only cultlvate a subsidy

mentality” -

The prime mmrster saidasa
responsible government, itre-
alised that this practice would
make the people less competi-
tive and weak in the long
term. :

4

" er, expressed disappointment
 ers was not, only an obstacle 10

Deputy Prlme Mlnlster Datuk Serl Na;lb Razak presentlng an a
" by its admmlstratlve umt secretary, Omar Kaseh:. RS

Therefore sa.ld Abdu]lah
the - government-should take

the role of wealth facilitator.

He said the desire to im-

prove and - make changes

should "be cultivated ‘among
groups that-were lagging be-

hind while policymakers must
complement this with pro-ac-

_tive measures. -
The prime minister, howev-

that a study revealed an’ aver-

age of 85.3 per cent of con-
tracts. awarded. te Bumiput-

- eras last year ended-in the

hands of non-Bumiputeras.

The finding was revealed in
a survey carried out last year
by the Works -Ministry’s En-
trepreneur Development divi-
sion on the leakages of Bumi-
putera contracts. )

- Abdullah said the practice of
giving-away contracts to oth-

ward for excellence to the Finance Mmlstry WhICh was. represented

the go_vermnent’s objective in .
.developing and strengthening -
Bumiputera contractors hut- -

also a‘hindrance to achieving

the Bumiputera agenda.

He . said  the- Bumiputera
agenda was important in en-
suring the country’s develop-

" 'ment as well as -providing:
- long-term economic stability.

“They - (Bumiputera con-
tractors) don’t want to work or
learn- and take opportumtres

lose out says | PMwﬁ

’\ke\z 107

prox;llded by the government
gh ”
~On the ICU’s role, Abdullah |

said it was still relevant and
- had be¢ome more important,

especially in-meeting the tar-
gets under the Nipth Ma.lays1a
Plan.

Also present were Chief Sec-
retary to the Government Tan
Sri Sidek Hasan and ICU direc-

* tor-general - “Tan Sr1 Khahd
Ramli, -
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