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what to do next.
“We have to act soon as the talks are to be

. wrapped up in next month,” he said:

The March deadline was imposed by the
Americans whohave topresent it to the US

- Congress 90 days before the current Trade

Promotion Authorlty granted to them to ne-

. ‘gotiate FTAs, expires in June,

Rafidah stressed last week that Malaysm /
was niot about to give in to anyone’s de-

- mands, saying ywe have our own positions

onsovereign rights and we have strong feel-
ings about certain policies which are sacro-
sanctas far as the people are concerned”.
Several _non-government  organisations
and political parties have held protests out-
side the US embassy iri Kuala Lumpur dur-
ing the talks to -express their fear that
Malaysians, especially those in the low-in-
come - group. ‘working-in factories and

4farms mightlose out if the FTA was signed.

Ministers contacted after .the brleﬁng

Human Resources Minister’ Hﬁtuk SeriDr.

- Fong Chan Onn would only say that he was
confident of resolving issues lnvolvmg his
‘ministry.

Through the FTA, both countries are

.'seekmg an agreement thatyv:ﬂl further in-

cre
tions,
hance competmveness
The' private séctor,: especially sectors
such as-the textiles-and garments industry,
is pushing for a FTA which would cut down

- on Customs dities for its products. -

as far as the

This would mean they ‘would be able to
compete with “low-cost” ¢ountries such as
Vietniam, Indonesia and China a:nd enhance
Malaysia’s competitivenéss.
" The USmarket; with a strog
power, is ‘one of the bétte )
Malaysia and the FTA creates a preferentlal
trading position for all Malaysian firms in

. the US$13 trillion (RM45.5 trillion) Ameri-

can-economy. i

Malaysian -exports to the JUSagrew by
US$24 billiori (RM84 billion) to US$36 bil-
lion' (RM126 -billion) between 2002 and

" 2006. , L
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