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Free hand for clusters to excel

| By Koh Lay Chm
laych@nstp.com. my

KUALA 'LUMPUR: “Short of giving

them 14-carat gold-plated taps, [ am

wﬂhng to' give them anything they
want,” Education Minister Datuk Ser1
Hishammuddin Hussein has said of
schools to be included in the “clusters
of excellence”.

And the blueprint details how the
ministry aims to provide-300 selected
schools with the autonomy meant to
help them boost their standards sky
high.

“The selection of principals and the
school management will be based on
applications or through identification
by the top leadership or by - the
school’s Parent-Teacher Association,”
saysthe document.

The school will see the selection of
teachers based on applications or
those identified by the school itself,
somethmg that was prevrously re-

Our report on Dec 24 last year
quested by schools but never allowed.
These schools will-be allowed to
“select 10 per cent of its student en-

rolment which are relevant to the
specific- fields or niche areas -the

“school would like to develop”, another

request previously denied.
Those in the clusters will also be al-

- lowed to offer curriculum and teach-

ing and learning methods which are

inline with their targeted niche areas,
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such as offering subjects out of the
national education system like the
O-level or General Certificate of Sec-
ondary Education and A-level.

“Schools will also be allowed to im-
plement teaching and learnmg times
which are more flexible.”

Educational tools and" equipment
will be the prerogative of these
schools, which will be allowed to
source these things themselves, as
well as the freedom to obtain addi-
tional funding meant to further its ca-
pacities.

“Among these are the collection of
‘additional funds at a certain rate, get-
ting additional allocations from
parties- outside - of  the ministry for

programmes, paying higher salaries

and giving incentives and special al-
lowances not above a certain ceiling.”
To allow them to compete with the

" best schools internationally, the min-

istry wants the schools in the clusters
to be-centres of change and reform.

Appomtment processes will be t|gthened to ensure onIy good teachers are hlred

Stringent ve *11
the best te 2cher

KUALA LUMPUR: Only those who

truly want to teach -will become
teachers-and the ministry will screen.
potential teachers thoroughly from
NOW on.

It also aims to reduce the minefields
associated with the teacher mismatch

—the supply of teaching graduates
- from teacher training institutes, the

teachers who come out from public-
universities, and those who undergo
courses such as the Teaching Diploma
For University  Graduates (better

_known asKPLI) and a programme for

those with a basic degree in' other
fields but who want tobe teachers.
For’KPLI hopefuls, they have to sit

.for the MteST (a teacher selection
‘test);be active in co-curricular activi-
ties; pass a security screening and go-.

through several rounds of interviews.

..~ Those who want to enter teaching .
courses after their SPM will face addi-

tional hurdles They must have, ex-

i

celled-in thelr studles and s1t for a
writtenEnglishtest..

.Those entering teacher trammg in-
stitutes, who are guaranteed jobs by

the ministry, will undergomore strin- :

gent tests which will take into account
their aptitude ‘as well as faetors like

- emotional quotient.”

"The Education Services Commjs

 sion will tighten the appointment pro-
cesses and ensure:-each teacher ob-~"
. tains - a - minimum sta.ndard before

they are posted anywhere.

‘Also in the works are the esta.bhsh- -
-ment of teaching schools, more effec-

tive training in teacher training insti-
tutes, and a better look at the training

offered for teachers n these msutu-i:

tions: . -
“But the ministry-also “aims to look

after teachers and support them”,
said-the education minister, and in
this aspect the blueprint goes into

several pomts te assure the tea;chmg

<

professmn )
When it comes to unruly children;

- teachersin charge of discipline will un-

dergo a diseiplinary task-force course

~and a course.onlegislation literature in
the next few years so they can better -
“relay the rule of law to students: - ;

"+~ ‘When it’ comes to leadership of

- schools, the’ ministry wants to-arm all

school - administrators with leader-
p training by 2008. -
This year, the ministry is also “look-

ing to’enhance the criteria for the se-.. .
lection of principals and headmasters -
for schools and will appoint deserving -
and . talented ones through a.

fast—tracksystem” .
And an increase in the number of

non-Bumiputera teachers in national .

schools will happen as early as this’
year; accordmg to. “the blueprint. .
Teachers serying:in remote areas will
receive. better incentives, including
aceommedauon and basic faclhtres

g

e

: §
A totat of 590 pedestﬁan bndges will be built for schools where
students nieed them: For otfzer scheeis traffic lights and zebra-
crossings.

@ Special Edm:ation
‘One hundred special education pre-school dlasses for ch;%dren W|th
special needs to be set up by 2010.

@ Smaller classes ;
0 decrease the number of stucient:s from 31 to0 30 per class for
primary schools by 2008, and from 32 to 30 students in secondary
- schools by 2010.

@ More options for students
22 more vocational subjects, an ‘invention’ subject at 150 schools,
expansion of Sports Science subject to 80 schools and more music .
+ lessons with the upgmdxng of 233 music rooms.. E

fasses and still many double-session schools.

pet cent of pnmary students and 0.8 per cent

tudents stil had not mastered the 3Rs (Reading,
Writing and Arithmetic). The numbers have improved sl:ghtly

but there is still a lot of work to be done,

Mathem csaa Sc;ence



Review of curricula soon

KUALA LUMPUR: The Dream:
Children who started Year One in

2005 emerging as confident, in-

quisitive and raring-to-go gradu-

ates for the job market in 2020.
The Plan: A review of the na-

tional curriculum for primary and

secondary schools, in place since-

the 1980s, to fashion these dream
students. Will it work?

The. Kurikulum Baru Sekolah
Rendah (KBSR), implemented in
primary schools in 1983, and the
Kurikulum Baru Sekolah Menen-
gah (KBSM), in sécondary schools
since 1988, will be re-evaluated
by the Education Ministry to
churn out students who are more
well-rounded, capable and armed
with good moral values.

Both have been periodically re-
viewed, the last being in 2000, but
this time the curricalum will aim
to produce students. who are
ready to take on the globahsed
market.

And there is more: Addmonal

* vocational subjects will-be avail-
able for students, an alternative
assessments system which en-
courages skills and character de-
velopiment, and a heavy emphasis

-on co-curricular activities. -

_Under the Blueprint for Educa-
tion Development (2006-2010),
the ministry - has laid out
wide-ranging plans in an effort to

" map out a holistic and transparent

path towards achieving V'1s1on )

2020.

~ “higher order _thinking
which is scheduled to be conyplet-_}

The dream
student will not

" be just concerned
with getting all
As. Sports and
co-curricular
activities will also
take agiant leap

~ starting this year.

“We want the development of
modal insan (model citizen), stu-

dents who can think critically and -

creatively, who are able to solve

problems and have the ability to
.- adapt themselves to an ev-

er-changing global environment,”

- -saysthe blueprint.

The implementation of KBSR

and KBSM over the years will be’

reviewed- for more emphasis-on

edin 2008.

-1t also wants the curriculum to ~

give empha,SIS to the subJect of

skills”, :

“History, cultures and traditions
of the different races in Malaysia,
and the majn faiths in the coun-
ry”. :

" To instill the love of arts, her-

~-itage and culture, there will be a

development of an arts curricu-
lum for the estab]ishment of Art
Schools.

Although it wants to step up the
mastery of the English Language,
thé national language will not be
neglected. i

Next year will see an increase in
the  publication
Malaysia books, foreign works
translated into the national lan-
guage and also more courses and

" -training for literature, novels,
- translations and publishing.

But for the market place, stu-
dents will need to be well versed i in

English, and ‘the blueprint sees
the-building of two new English -

Language training centres, a new
English teaching pilot. project in
schools, as well as the piloting of
-19 language labs:for Enghsh and
BahasaMalaysia.- = -

But the dream student will not
- be “just eoncerned with getting all

~ As™ Sports and co-curricular ac-

tivities will also take a glam leap
starhngtlusyea.r .

Sports schools . will - see en-
hancements in terms of adminis-

tration, its téachers and the phys-
~ ical amenities, as.well as undergo
scrutiny into its teaching and as--.

sessments system to ensure iti lS n

of . Bahasa:

line with athletes’ requirements.
Students need to be more aware
of their-world and the surround-
ings; hence the Reproductive and
Social Health Education' Guide-
lines, covering topics as diverse as
teaching a child what kind of
“touching” is right or wrong, to

- contraception and the dangers of
‘sexual online predators.

-For those who are less academ-
ically inclined and more suited for

trades and apprenticeship, there
is plenty of good news. :
Thisyear, there will be earlyim- -

plementation of technical subjects
which will be benchmarked to
Australia’s Mayer Competencies
and the US SCAN’s -(Secretaries
Commission on Achieving Neces-
sary Skills).

With this also.comes a new cur-

_riculum that is based on compe-

tency for vocational schools, slat-
ed to be ready by 2009, and grad-
ual additions to.vocational sub-
jects and elective subjects in sec-
ondary schools.

The ministry *also - plans “to
complete a tracer study by 2010,

where it tracks the continuation of.

students’ education through ter-

tiary studies in and outside the

‘country, as well as to the job mar-
ket”.. -
Anew model for public exami-

nations, which- will- see fewer .
sub_]ects and = more_ schools-

based tests will be mtroduced in -
2010. :

Enhanclng rac1al umty in natlonal schools

KUALA LUMPUR Lydia Chmlg S only
wish for education is a-simple one —
1o make national schools.a beacon of

multi-racialism and unity.

* “Ihave two children in the natiorial
school system because-I came from -
.the system, and I still believe in its
- ‘beauty. But 1 do hear things that scare
me and [ really hope the rmmstry ad-

dresses our'concerns,” she said.

Will racial unity once again shine in
or will. more
- non-Malays opt. for vernacular and

" national - schools,

- - private schools?

The blueprint plans to strengthen
- national schools in: several - ways.
There will be mere activities focusing’ -
on racial integration next year and
_ severalimportant additions to hation-

al schools will take place this year."

There will be ‘seminars -on. the -

- Malaysian Constitution, more motiva-
tional  camps to raise cultural - and
cultural . film

- sereenings, food festivals among the -

races and essay competitions on- de- ’

racial awareness,

ferent traditions.

- The - long-awa.lted Mandarin -and
Tamil classes will be taught in 220 na-
* tional schools in_a pilot project this

" year..

The, Students Integraﬂon Plan for
Unity, better known as Rimup, had its
ups.and downs last year but the min-

, 1stry aims'to enhance it by encotirag-
ing moreinvolvement from local com- - -
munities; school admmlstratlom and

teachers andstudents, - k.

Will racial unity once again shine in our national schools?

“hope the

- class. The

~welcome. The

- _students. What

revival of the old

The blueprint is
first class, but |

|mplementatlon
will not be third

blueprint must
see execytion and
proper =& °
|mplementatro’n at all levels. There
must also be a;monitoring mechanism
to ensure it is éxecuted well,

Associate Prof Mohammad Ali Hassan
National Parent-Teacher Association chairman

The revamping of
the teachers’
training system is

blueprint will only

work if the
concept of unity is
knitted into all
school
programmes. :
Loke Yim Pheng
Natlonal Union of Teaching Profession
secretary-general

We do not need
this blueprintto
produce excellent

we need is a.

~ education
~ system... meaning

- the education

system we had before 1957. That was -

~ when we saw dedication from the

teachers. The Malaysian education
system then was second to none in
Asia. We did not have sports schools
but we produced citizens who were
Asian class, if not world class. But now,

f"take'for instance our football team, it
s ranked below even Sr| Lanka

Khoo Kay Kim
Universiti Malaya Professor

'My concern is in the teaching of Tamil -

and Chinese subjects in more national
schools. There is already a shortage of

- Tamil teachers. So, the teachers who
- will be teaching Tamil are likely to be

not trained for teaching the’ ‘sub;ect I
urge the Education Ministry:t

- more people to be tramed&oieech the
3 Tam|I Ianguage =

; M Purushothaman‘
Tamrl analy School Headmasters’.
' Assoc:atron president
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