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PUTRAJAYA. Two prlvate medlcal col-
Jleges are in hot-water for allegedly pro-
ducing housemen who are not up to the-
Health Ministry’s standards. - :
Tts minister, Datuk Seri Dr Chua Soi-
Lek, said his ministry was keeping a close
‘watch on them. He declmed to name the
two colleges.
The colleges are: beheved to have too .
~many students and not enough lecturers -
or facilities to ensure a quality education.
They allegedly have a lecturer-student
“ratio of 1:20, which exceeds the required.
ratio of 1:6 or 1:8 students in thelr clinical
year. =
° The matter came to llght when the hos- -
pitals, where the housemen from the twe
collegeswere serving, complained: -
The health authorities began monitor- ~
ing the colleges six months ago. S
" “A public -institution like Umversm
Ma.layas megdical faculty ‘can only pro- .
duce 200 graduates a year, but these pri-
vate colleges can produce 300 a year.
~ “We are concerned about the quality of

education ‘at these places and whether - -

“they have-the capacn:y to, cope with-so
many students,” Dr Chua said yesterday.
There are seven private.colleges offer-
ing medical degrees. Dr Chua said the two
institutions ¢oncerned had been m opera-
‘tion for about 10 years. -
Health Ministry - director-general Tan
Sri Dr Ismail Merican is expected to meet

the colleges’ ma.na.gement overthe com-

plaints. . .- -

Dr:Ismail is also-the pre31dent of the
Malaysian Medical Council, which over-
sees the accreditation of medical colleges.

warnings and if they failed to buck up,
“sterner -action -would be- taken. “The:
worst-case scenario would involve trans-
ferring the students to another ms‘utuhon

5 and reveklng the college S accredltatlon

“But I don’t think it will come to that. I

_am sure that once we raise the matter
with them, theywﬂlcomplyasmsmthelr

- bestinterestto doso.

“Whatever; happens, we “will ensure

that the students are taken care of and not

: left inlimbo,” Dr Ismail said:

’Harlier, Dr Chua held a dialogue with

350 final-year medical students from Uni-
versiti Malaya, Universiti Putra Malays1a
.and Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia. -

He said the colleges would be given -

Dr Chua said the general concern stu-

 dents raised during the dialogue was the
“long working hours forhousernets.

~“We acknowledge that housemen have
to work up to 36 hours When on call; but--

cnlleges

&@ N

“ then they should choose other careers

1,400 housemen who graduate fromlocal

-.-do not make the cut as medical-officers, o
_mainly due to poor atutudes and disci-
plinary problems. -

- want to send out amessage that there will |
: be 1o compromise on quality,” he said. '

‘cers may have their housemanship ex--

&\

allthls isa normal part of clinical practlce
The ministry is trying to improve the situ-
ation; but I also told the students that if
they are not willing to make;sa

“ Dr Chua said about five per cent of the

pubhc and private universities each year

“Although it is a small percentage we

~Those who fail to pass as medical. offi-

tended for another sixmonthsto a year. -
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