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. dual Malays1a at’ 50 has many

- Inore years' before compulsoryf«

“ retirement”.

Deputy Prime Mml ter Datuk
Seri Najib Razak said while indi-
viduals at 50 were considered as
havmg only a-few more years of - .

“ service, the situation was dJﬂ'erent\
with Malaysia. - *

" “At 50, an individual is consid- -

ered mature with f)erhaps afew .

more years of service before com-

pulsoryretirement. :

- “As'anation, Malay i
“be. categorlsed as b

~ mid-point-in its j urney tow ds
- 2020," he said." :

" The nation, he added, had

transformed ‘from a poor, malnly

~ agrarian countryinto a diversified -

_and prosperous nation. -

. “In 1957, 'we were an agrlcul-
tural and mining-based -economy -
~'with a gross domestic product -

(GDP) of RM12.8 billion with a 1.2

per centgrowthrate.. - .=

“In 1970, the per capita. income

was RM788 while 50 per cent - of

households: were affected by

poverty. :
“In 2006, GDP grew. t0RM277.3

billion: with-six: per cent growth

‘and- - per - capita -~ income at
RM19,739. ..

. “This. is‘one of the hlghest
growthrates compared with o‘rher
nationsof similar'age and size.. ...

“ “poverty has also been reduc

" to.only 5.7 per cent of households
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“50th Merdeka, Expo”, Najib-said -
-Malaysia’s transformatlon was not
‘due to chance orluck.

Deputy Prime’ Minister Datuk Seri Najlb Razak Iaunches the 50\ Merdeka Expo. A
Ahmad Mustaffa Babjee. — Bernama plctu

the nation’s leaders by way of sys- !

:inthe oil and gas industry; planta- 1

“Development-is also drlven by -
; tion sector as well as real estate.

the New Economic Pohcy,]
_tributes to 30 per cent of the GDP-

 .ports.”

] / : Lumpur Convention -Centre, will
- runfor three days from Sept 4,

S £

- tructure, commumca,tlon 1ra.ns '
¢ portandindustry. .
- “We've -become a global player :

The manufacturing sector con-.
and more. than half of total ex-

“The expo, to be held at thie Kualaf'
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