Ra,ma,l ba,rrlers stlll ev1dent

KUALA LUMPUR The ca.nteen at

Universiti Malaya’s science faculty,

was: bustling “with - chatter " at

'9.30am when Lwalked 1n yester-,;_ =

day. .

Twas there to observe the level. of /

racial integration among students.

- Ihad done the:same last Novem-
ber, and it gave me an opportunity .

.to- see" if there  had heen any
”'changes since. =

At first glance, - the canteen"

crowd was multiracial. -

- The canteen was three-quarters
full ‘and bustling: with  chatter in
Malay, Tamil'and Chinese dlalects :

Justa few spoke in English. -

- 1 saw a‘group of Indian students

and ‘many groups of Malay stu-

dentssitting at round tables, Wthh :

\ could seat up toeight.

Not all the. seats at the tables.”“

were occupied.

So when the canteen seats start— -

shared the’ ta.bles with
‘Zgardless of race; -
The ones seated ea.rher obhged ,
~inafriendly m:

ed to ﬁll up fast soine students

‘But once the;
there’ Was an

groups.

“But 1 noucéd a palr —a Chlnese o
.. and a Malay girl — who were obvi-
‘ously good friends.” They spoke o
“mostlyin Malay. - -
A, group “of  three Malay glrls
) came tositwith them. :
‘Butthe new greup did not talk to..
- them notevento the Malay girl.-
It made me think that maybe the .~
students of the same race were not
- sitting together because they Just
- :did not kniow each other., - .
, Some light was shed when sc1- ,
- ence students Anuradha Kanasan,

23 and Nur Aﬁm Md Saad 22,

others, re- o

had settled down,
sence of communi- -
cation among ‘the d]ﬁ‘erent rac1a.l,

NSt (w7

_cameto sithear me,

They became friends two years.
- back just by saying “Hi” when they
'sat next to-each other in a class
- durmg their secondyear,

It was the start of a close friend- -
* ship-when they both found out that
“they were from Kedah.

Since - then;-they have studled
eaten-and shopped together.” - - .
I asked them about the racm,l
segregatlon appa.rent 1n the can-

-~ teen.

- “I think they do not eat with one

another because they donot know k
"Tne to get to know students ofall -
“races.”

eachother,” Anuradha said.

“I-think language also- plays a
“part. If you can’t speak-another -
“Janguage well, iti is dlfﬁcult tointer-

act,”said Afini, -

- . During their first year they ex-
‘perienced -
“they saw only students of the same
race mingling with each other, = . -

“culture shock” when

The lecturers had to ask stu-
dents to mix during their lectures.

“You will see” students ‘sitting
with other races because they are |

~forced to,” said Anuradha.

Lee:Pei Pei, a 23-year-old from -

‘Ipoh, attributed it to “the school

system and the environment they ‘
grewupin”,

< “Student Law. Yee Song said he’

had friends of his own race until
Form Two when he was made pre- -
fect at SK Datuk Abdul Rahman

' 'Andak

“My added respons1b1hty forced\

But he often Imxed w1th h1s Ch1

~nesefriends."

“Itisa cultural thmg I like Chi-
nese movies and Chinese food. On-
1y my Chinese friends would be in-

“terested in joining me.” — By Rina
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