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 KUALALUMPUR: Aplanto doublothe

periods  for English lessons will be

tried out irischeols in 4 bid to boost the
] ,:pup1ls’ proﬁc1ency inthelanguage.

A pilot project to give Year One stu-

- dents 18 English lessoris a week in- ~
. “stead of the present-eight would begin

- soon in: 50 schools, said Education

‘Ministry- dlrector-general Datuk - Dr‘ o

-~ Ahamad Sipon.

; Theyear-longpro]ect called“EhTEi» .
" -or-Early L1teracy Through  English

- programme”, will see the Mathemat-

-icsand: Sclence lessons, of which there . -
-aresevenand three periods aweekre- .-

. Speétively, elfecnvely turned into En-~
- glishlessons.
The - Mathematlcs and Science
~teachers will -continue teaching their
pupils but their focus-will be to get the
“seven-year-olds - more -comfortable
wuh the English language. )
"“We have selected schools with poor
' resnlts in the English language; espe-

cially those in the rural areas. We want

“to give them a strong foundation so that
the pupils can grasp the subjects better
in the following years. This means giv-
ing them greater exposure to English
from the start,” Ahamad said. :

He said pupils would still study

‘Mathemaucs and Science but designed.

51 fannharrse them with spelling, read- 2
ling” would be the ap-, .

_ingand wi

i -and short phrasesand

simple sentences would feature heaV1- ,

lyinthe classroom. -

- “We will ‘teach them how to spell -
s who had trouble reading and writing ~

¥ eye -or ‘nose’ and get them comfort-
able W1th Englrsh terms such as plus '

We wnll teach

‘eye’ or ‘nose’
-~ and get them ,
comfortable Wlth
Engllsh ,terms.‘

Datuk Dr Ahamad Sipon .
Educatlon Ministry = -
dlrector general' o

minus and numbers he sald addmg

 that this would better prepare them for
~heavier lessons in Science and Mathe- v

_matics in English later.

quentyearsin school. * - :
_Last year, 163,835 Year One pupils

were enrolled mto the Early Interven-

. normal classes: -

them how to spéll S

The plan‘is part of the ministry’s ef-:,f
- forts to Thelp illiterate pupils in Year
‘One, who then struggle in their subse-

N 5‘( Z»el\\wo‘('

Tell us at www.'nonsterblog.com.my

tion Plglogrannne forvReadmg a;nd
Wrmng (KIA2M), -later 'taking “exit
tests” to_determine thelr entry into

:The programme managed to halve v
the figure and in a surprise result, de-
tected 6,000 pupils with spemal edu-
cationalneeds,

Educationists have noted that puplls
with readmg and writing problemis of-

_ - ten ended up with disciplinary prob- -
- lems or dropped out of the educauonal
_.system. - '

Ahamad . said EL1TE ‘would be
paared with KIA2M and other remedi-
al programmes 'to nip that problem in -

- 'the bud. -

The progra.mme will be conducted
in- 20 sehools in" Kelantan, 20 in
Terengganu five in Bentong, Pa.hang,

“‘and “five 'in Sembrong, Johor. The
-+ teachers involved will be trained in'a. -
‘ speclal module thismonth. -~ - .

'Ahamad said there wotld be a test

~for’the pupils imder the progjramme at.
‘the-end of May, to see ifk

~additional help.- = :
~“We--will monitor te 'pregramme
“closely. The pupils will not have a.
problem completing the syllabus be--
‘cause-once they grasp the language =
they can learn better ‘
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