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. PUTRAJAYA: Although fuel
prices will be up for review, it is
not likely that they will change 1n
the next 12months.- .

Deputy: Prime: Minister Datuk
~Seri'Najib Razak said the govern-

- ment. would ‘monitor trendsin
~ global oil prices during the period )
before making any demsmn onthe

“local fuel price.
However, he made clear that
- there was no guarantee.of a price

- reduction. after ‘a Teview was‘

done:
T “We will review 1t (But).do no‘t

-+ miscenstrue it to. mean- that ‘we’
will lower fuel” prices. A review -

"does not mean that we w111 reduce
prl(;es e
\“It isupto the Cabmet to dec1de
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Itisa questlon of our Judgment on"

the matter,” he said afier chairing ~

the Natlona.l - Minerals. Couneil
meeting.

el prices following ¢ a softenlng in
the-world market. .

"~ Najib 'was asked.if the govern-
o ment would consider reducing fu- - -

‘According to the New York Mer- -

(RM189) a-barrel on Monday as
traders expected ariseincrude oil -
inventories in the United States.

On how a reduction in fuel~

37

cantile Exchange, the price- of ™
ccrude oil . “paused- -at- US$54

prices would affect governmentfi- -
‘nances, he sdid: subsu;hes on. fuel
‘would remain high, - ~

'In Febtuary last year, the gov- Ee
: ernment announced a 30-sen hike

in the prices of petrol and dlesel to
RM1.92-and RM1.58 per: litre re-
spectively, and the price of lique-

- fied petroleum .. gas - (LPG) to -

RMl 75perkg.

"The fuel price incréase was the .~
‘largest ever in the: country but still
- kept Malaysian prices: the second

lowest in the region after Brunei.-

“The last price increase was-on
“July 31, 2005, ‘when the petrol
“price went-up by 10 sen per litre,. "
diesel price by 20 sen per litre'and
"7 steadilysince! last, July to levels last
“seenin 2005. < v

LPGprice by fivesen perkg. -

Asked if the fuel surcharge for
Malaysia_Airlines would be re-
-duced in'liné with other airlines in-

. the region, Najib said it was up to

- the Transport Ministry to make

reconunendatlons

- “They will have to dlscuss vv1th ‘
. MAS and we wﬂl decide later,” he

said. - i
Slngapore Alrlmes and its re-
gional arm SilkAir on Monday an-
nounced they would make- their
second cut in fuel surcharges “fol--

“lowing a decline in jet fuel prlcesr» |
“inrecent weeks”.

:The decision came after Brltlsh

Alrways set .a precedent mid-
‘month, as the price of jet kerosene? ,

and crude oil had been receding

Qantas Alrways and Ca

‘ %XPa-f
cific Airways have also cuf sur- -

charges. Thai  Airways-.said ‘it

“would decide on the extent of its
. reductlon by the énd of next week.
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