Names of two (gthers also in notebook Sk

Asked on'why he did not lodge a re- -
. port, he said he did not know whether'r

KUALA LUMPUR: A former Sabah Lartd
Development Board (SLDB). officer told
the High Court here that Tan Sri Kasitah
Gaddam and. two others had betrayed
him, although he had saved them from

police and the Anti-Corruption Agency '

(ACA) investigations.

Former SLDB general manager Datuk
Mohd Tahir Jaafar, 56, said he trusted the
three for being Muslim officers but they

had betrayed him instead for power and

. money amounting to RM56mil through
‘the sale of SLDB shares,

" He said the two others were. deputy :

general manager (admiinistration) Salim

‘Mohamad and former SLDB' general -

manager Datuk Wasli Mohd Said.
These were among the notes con-
tained in a notebook which Mohd Tahir

had written and signed on Oct 16, 1996,

‘his last day in the SLDB. The notebook
was: tendered" as ev1dence in Kasitah's
corrption trial.
- The contents were read out by Mohd
Tahif 6ti'the fourth day of the corruption
-trial yestérday when asked by Kasitah's

counsel "Datuk. Muhammad Shafee,

~ Abdullah.
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»Officers do work .
on holidays. It is a
normal day for me. 1
went to work« B
DATUK MOHD TAHIR ‘

Queried on what he meant by saving
_the three from police investigations and

the ACA, Mohd Tahir said it was related
to SLDB contracts that had been given
out earlier.

Asked if his statements were record-
ed by the ACA for investigations into
those SLDB contracts, he said no.

“Aletter from the ACA was passed to -
me, requesting if they should proceed:to

investigate it,” he said, adding that he
replied that an investigation should only
proceed if there was “sufficient evi-

‘dence and if not, they should stop and

let them continue with work.”

Ex-GM: Kasitah betr:
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he should-do so, -

On a May 30, 1996, entry int-his diary
that ‘was also- tendered as evidence,
Mohd:Tahir denied that he had fabricat-

_ ed eviderice to implicate Kasitah,

The diary ‘contained details of Kasi-

1 tah's order. to sell 16% of SLDB shares in-
Sapi Plantations Sdn Bhd to two bumi- .

putra companies in a telephione conver-
sation with him.

When pointed to the fact that the day -
was a public ‘holiday because of the -

Harvest Festival, Mohd - Tahir “said:

“Officers do work on holidays. It is a nor-

mal day forme. 1 went to work.”
Atthe outset of the hearing yesterday,

Mohd Tahir-agreed that Kasitah’s idea to

dispose of 16%of the board’s shares in
Sapi Plantations was reasonable,

He also agreed that he:had-been g
investigated by the ACA when working
“at the Sabah Islamic Council in the mid- »

1980s.

today.

The - hearing. before Jud1c1al Com-
missioner Suraya Othman continues
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