Govt to counter crit\ic‘ism' it iSn”é doing
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KUALA LUMPUR: A public relations
blitz to outline the national drive
against corruption and- the promo-
tion of integrity is in the offing.
Minister in the Prime Minister's
Department Datuk Seri Nazri Aziz,
who disclosed. this, added that the
Government did not have a good

public relations unit to counter:

criticisms that not enough was being

ubli Clty for anti-

done to stamp out corruption and
improve integrity. ‘

He. cited the e){émlile of ‘the

Singapore Government, which had
an effective public relations unit in

“the Prime Minister’s Department.
Government’s .

Explaining the
actions, Nazri said the decision to
create the Institute of Integrity

Malaysia .was. among thie’ many

 proactive measures taken to createa

corruption-free society.

He said' the -public were ’faértlyr
responsible for corruption, pointing

The Sav- | 3r2\2007 .

to a recent study where respondents

claimed that they tolerated a small

Jevel of corrgptactivities.
- “The Tr. 3 wcy International’s
2006 Corrt
is an impo
Government's fight against corrup-
tion,”. Nazri said in a luncheon
address at the World Ethics and
Transparency Forum here yesterday.
«We are seeking suggestions to
help strengthen the law, including

improving* the Anti-Corruption

/AgeHCY-”

It Perceptions ‘Index -
feafit indicator in the

Earlier, during the opening. cere-

‘mony, Minister in the Prime Minis-

ter's Department Tan Sri Bernard
Dompok said Malaysia's score on the
index was inaccurate - as it was
different from that of other countries.
He said the Government was pro-
moting good ethics and morals inthe
public and the private sectors as the
keys to good corporate governance.
Transparency International Ma-
laysia president Tan Sri Ramon V.

“Navaratnam said a recent survey
. showed that the public was dissatis—

raft drive-

- “clean” economy, an

L

enough to improveintégrity .

fied with efforts carried out on
transparency and good governance.
“The survey was done -on 1,000
corporations, which included 300
individuals, over a period of six
months. The' results will be made
public in a few weeks,” he said.
Ramon said Malaysia placed 44
among 163 countries surveyed on
Transparency International’s 2006
index, scoring five out of 10 points:
A score of 10 points denotes a

“highly corrupt state.” - B
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