Panel confident 10 months is enough t1me

By MAZWIN NIK ANIS
mazwm@rh%mr comany

CEBU CITY (Phlllpplnes) Itis only 10 months

to the next Asean Summit but the-task force .
assigned to formulate the Asean Charter wrll :

have it drawn up in time for the meeting. -

~Task fofce member Tan Sri ‘Ahmad Fuzi-’
‘Abdul Razak said his group would be “working
-round-theé-clock” to have the charter- ready

when the Asean. leaders convene again in

i November this time in Singapore.
“Usually the summit is held in December, -
but this time, it has been-scheduled for

November, so0.- we “have only 10 rnonths to

- work on it..

“Nevertheless, ‘we are conﬁdent that it w111 k

be ready,” he said when met yesterday.
At the 2005 Summiit in Kuala Lumpur, Asean
leaders had agreed on the establishment of the

- charter and had assigned the Eminent Persons

Group (EPG) to submrt recommendatrons

harter re

- and met on Saturday night, just a day after the
- nine  mémbers, ‘one - {r

- mobilisation of workfor

- ‘ments made. by the grouping or face “some

The S —

The hlgh—level task force got down to work.

EPG had presented 1ts'-recommendanons to
the leaders. - :

Apart from Ahmad Fuzr who is Malay51as
ambassador-at-large, the task force comprise

Asean members

cover several main are
objectives, formulation

ment gap, compliancy a
tive organisation; ‘effe
process and towards-a p :

In terms of compliance, members ‘will be
required to adhere to -decisions and agree=

sort of penalty.”
Ahmad Fuzi said a follow-up meeting of the -
task force would be held"in Jakarta early next

“'Cordial exchange- Manmohan (left) and Abdullah having frank dlscusswns on the 3|delmes of the
month S .

‘Asean Summit for half and hour. — Bernama
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