at makes

a university

‘Ministry to draw up list of criteria

Thestne— ‘50((\1@07

PETALING JAYA: The' i
Higher Education: Mi-
nistry will- draw up-a-
list of criteria soon for
private university col-
leges wishing to be

" upgraded to universi-
ties. .

- Their upgrade will
be considered on -a

»The ageofan = -
institution will not
‘matter. We will go by
criteria like lecturer-
student ratio and

»uni‘versit'y colleges. '
“But we don’t want .
| allthe privateé colleges
7} %0 become universities
- because*somé of them
shouldai concentrate
their activities “at ‘the
d1plom§1 and certifi-
cate letel” said Najib
- when -asked to-com-

case-by-case . basis, quahty Of programmes« ment on the Govern-
said the ministry’s: ment's decision to
public university man- PROF DATUK DR HASSAN S “rebrand” all six public

" agement. department

university: colleges as

director-general. Prof
Datuk Dr Hassan Said.

He added that the
ministry had already
received several applications from private uni-
versity colleges but these could only be con-
sidered after the criteria had been drawn up.,

There are 15 private university colleges in
the country.

move, he said he was eptimistic that- the

upgrade could take place before the end of the -

year..

“The age of an institution will not matter.

We will go by criteria like lecturer-student

_Iatio and quality of programmes,” Dr Hassan "

told reporters after attending the -unveiling

ceremony of the Taylor's Lakeside~Campus -

. yesterday ,by, Deputy. Prime Mlmster Datuk
Seri Najib Tun Razak.: -

Najib: said-at a press conference that the
operators of private university colleges who
wished-to upgrade to universities would have
to go through similar procedures like public

universities ‘e ectwe
Febl. .

‘Dr Hassan; when
pressed for details,.
added: “If ] prlvate university colleges satisfy
the requirements set by the:ministry and they
feel that they are good, they can apply.” -

He said public university colleges, on the’

< other hand, had met all the criteria.
Asked. if ‘there was a tlmeframe for the .

“We have already asked them to 1mpr6\}e on
all the important aspects like research, staffing i

and mfrastructure

“We’re very happy and that’s why we sub—
mitted it to the Cabinet to get the clearance

from: the Government to change the name

from -college: umversnty to. umver51ty " he
said.
The  six . unlver51ty colleges are Kolej

Universiti Kejuruteraan-dan’ Té&xologl, Kolej
" Universiti Kejuruteraan Utara® Ma‘iay&a Kolej

Universiti Sains dan TeknologiMalaysia, Kolej
Universiti Islam Malaysia, Kolej Universiti
Teknikal Kebangsaan ‘Malaysia and Kolej |

,Umversm Teknologl Tun Hussem Onn




	STAR-30/01/2007

