PM's Dep
promptly

,PUTRAJAYA The Prime Minister’s Depart-: - »,are begmn -
ment paid 98.5% of its bills within seven days. . : ~Secretary to: the. Government Tan Sri
in January, dovvn from as long as a month fast © - Mohamad. Sidek Hassan said.: :
year. T © = -Mohd Sldek, who co-chairs ’rhe 25 "mem—
This shows that mmatwes to reduce red - ,,er “high-powered panel Pemudah to improve
“1ape such as the government payments system' 5 ] livery. system, said the task force,
L - whidh holds its maugural meeting today, .
: hopes 10 eVentually resolve all administrative

"and othier issites slowing down business.

- “In terms ‘of fnding under the Ninth
Malaysm Plan, the PM’s Department is the -
biggest rec1plent and yet we can do thls " he.
told Reutérs in an interview.

. “Nothing is sacrosanct. The PM had given
us six. months (to deliver). Like all things,
there’s.no’end to it. But we can start Wl]‘_h
low-hanging fruit”

To iltasirate the new spirit that the prlme
minister is trying to infuse in the ranks of his
administrators, Mohd Sidek said the
government recently arranged a session for -

*_ministers and high-ranking officials with "
~CharyKim, one of the authors of the best—
- ~selling'management book Blue Ocean:”.
- Strategy: How to Create Unconiested Market
“ Space and Malke the Competition Irielevant.

. “People (elsewhere) are approving - things

* in 10 days. You cannot do it (here) in 10-days”
5 He. said Malays1a shonld not rest o

1aU};e1sdeSp1te being the Wnrld’s iS’(h
traditsg nation. . |
=" 4 We have to compete not only for:
©_inwestors but also domesti¢ investor
ors have the opnon of staymg here 15}
somewhere else?
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