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by Pauline Puah
'newsdesk@thesu ndaily. com:

‘ PETALING JAYA: Malay: ia'has. not "

margmahsed its nen-Mgislim.

- citizens as all of them praetise: their

religions freely, Prime Minister

| Datuk Seri Abduilah Ahmad

Badawi said.

, In an intepview with BBC
World’s Speczal Edition Asia Today
programme yesterday; Abdullah

said freedom of religionis -

. guaranteed undérthe’.

advancement of Islam.
“Abdullah said the govemment
had acted “very fast> agamst some
- Islamic exirenjisis: n:ithe:
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Ui %At the same time, we dom’t

. ~margmahse them (non-Muslims).-

rticipate in the
ent. We have a power=."

~shar1ng government. (We share the;
power) ariong Muslims, Hindus,
Buddhists and Christians,” he said.

. Inthe 11- mmute 1nterv1ew :
Abdiillah appeared evasive ‘whien -
asked about his predecessor Tun

- Dr Mahathir Mohamad’s scathlng
criticism against him. ;

*“I¢s his right to say what.he

wants. Ihave F: I

He said this when the
programme’s host, Zeinab Badavv1,
told him that some non-Muslims in.

Malaysia said they were getting
“ uncomfortable with the aggresswe

government to run. I have to do

~what I think is p0331b1e 10 do,” he
~said. :

Abdullah sald the'the economy

is “better now’! and that the Ninth:
< ‘Malaysia Plan,-which was
“Taunchedin Aprﬂ had. gamed
increasing momentum.

" “Maybe we are a bil slow, that’

~ why he (Mahathir) was gemng
" impatient,” he said.

To another question whether he

had the appetite to run in the next
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.of work to be done

'tha} Islam. doesn’t coy

\{"\

,general elections; due to be held in
2009, he said: ‘Well, Lthink so-

3.

(chuckle), T think so: There isalot

“On thé programme, aired llve

L ’from Abdullah’s suite at Dorchester

Hotel in*London, he said Islam had
1o 'be understood especlally by the
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S EPye beensaylng ve
terroris and we've {
ﬂ:ie ” he said. ‘
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