feput; -

Glear that the cause of the ﬂoods would be
-determined’ through a technical study, Syed
Hamid told reperters. . - :

. He was asked to’ comment of. the Slngapore
government’s statement denying a claim by,
Johor Meniri Besar Datuk Abdul Gliani
Othman.that the floods were caused by
_reclamatior works.on Pulau Tekong by

‘Singapore. T f KEN.
.+ Abdul Ghani had sa1d the reclamatlon had i
. caused the narrovgmg of the Johor River’
“mouth ‘and sloyed discharge of. exCess rain
““ywater iito the Johor Straits.

' Syed Hamid, who is also the MP for Kota . _
Tinggi; onepf the worst-hit distriets in Johot, -
said he believed the, technical commitiee - .
would look at all poss1b1ht1es to ascertam the T
real cause. - ‘L , :

- Elaborating on the soon-to-be
> conducted study, he said the
‘technical committee would” -
" determine whether the ﬂobdlng
" would be an annual occirrence and

separately by both the Malayélan
:Z\;government and. the Slngapore

the rqmedlal measures to be taken o v

“of Johor. ..

Y ad!

government as part of the United

“ . Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea dispute settlement: proceedings
. on Singapore’s land-reciamation

‘works at Pulau Tekong.and Tuas
View Extension,” it said.
The ministry said a coastal -

“hydraulic study undertaken by -

. 'Malaysia’s Dramage and Irrigation

. Department in Septeinber 2002 on

- theimpactof Smgapbre S reclamatlon
works concluded

that there were.-

ne appremable
‘changes to'the .
- water levels

within the Straits

by the Singapore governmenl ity
reached the same’ concluswns 1t Saldl‘

The ministry also cned a separate

“environmental impact assessnret
_report prepared by Universiti-

Kebangsaan Malaysia, commissioned

by the Malaysian government, which -

reported similar findings.
Technical studies comnmi.

~Bernama L, S0
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