the Malaysian delegation dufirig their visit to ‘fhe Golan
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¢ @ e . the Water-rich Gblaﬁ Helghts siﬁ(:e its occup@tion
WAl T e ¢ in1967 toflood Israelideserts. © ¢ . o ¢
T AT T . The Golan Heights contained 14 per cent of Syr- -
“Svria’s role in the Mi ia’s water resources, hesaid. -~ T
S}’I’la S role !n?the Mlddle : It appeared bare with bombed out structures
" E. 1 imn 2 j@ - with a sparse population: It was captured by Is-

- displaced from theirhomes. = . . . 7 - EaSt IS  Important“and we ' _-taeli troops in 1967 during the Arab-Israel war
.- Abdullah, who is Organisation of the Islamic |, ~/ .4 T¢ Py A A -~ andTel Aviv hasrefused tereturn the land to Syr-
-Conference chairman, was yesterday driven WOUIdI Ike‘ tO s ee p‘eace -~ Ia despite decades of international pressure. — -
. 65km from the Syrian capital to the Golan o . T s Al " Bernama S ,
Heights, which remains ¢losely guarded by the, re:-turn tO the G0|a" :He‘lghts. R LRI ST, i T
United Nationforces. -~ -~ : ; s -
“Syria has the right to its claim and it must -

get the support from the international com-
~munity. Those who hate invasion-and respect-

must support Syria’s claim for-the Golan =
~Heights tobe returned. . D
.- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abd

P ullafiAhmad
- Badawi said Israel’s occupation of the lost ter-
. ritery has' resulted in 500,000 people being

- Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi

humanrights must support Syria. ) S
. “Syria’s role in the Middle Eastis important T
. and we would like 10 sée peace return to.the " meeting

Golan Heights,” Abdullah said after planting a csaid: o e R
Peace Tree in the Friends Park, where visiting —~ “We discussed invasions.and violence which
foreign dignitaries perform this symbolic ges- ~bring a bad image to Islam,” h¢ said, adding -
“ture after visitingthearea. .- - " - " .thatthe OIC would continue to pressfor a solu-
- In,the chilly wet morning, a typical Syrian - tion to thislong-protractederisis. - .~ . i
~winter, -Abdullah received a warm welcome - The governor for the prevince of Qumeitra,
from: young scho ;- dressed- in white - Nawaf Al-Fares, who briefed Abdullah‘on the

. gowns; holding Malaysian and Syrian flags. situation in the Golan Heights, said Israel had -

Lt Abdullah, when asked to comment on his. - pumped 30 billion cubic Jitres of water from

with' several Syriahlrel/ig‘iyoxus leaders
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