: glvmg up
too fast’
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* KUALA LUMPUR: Datuk Seri Ab-
*, dullah Ahmad Badawi urged the

- business as theywere in politics.

" "The prime minister told the
Economic Jihad Congress organ-

. ised by the Confederation of Malay
- 'Economitc Associations that the
~“Malays lacked the-desire to com-
-pete economically among them-

_Selves or with others,in contrast .
 to politics, where they could go as

_farascommit slander. -
“I feel ashamed when I hear
“such talk. T am not belittling my -
race. But I don’t think this should
- be the way. They (the . business-
men) are. glvmg up without mak-
ing an effort.”
The poor record, however, did
" not-mean the Malays were inca-
“pable of prospering in business, as
- aftested by the éexamples of Malay
entrepréeneurs succeeding in ven-
" tures overseas.

““They notonly. sticceed once but

“the quality of their work is good

enough for them to get new con-

‘Malays to be as competitive in -

Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi bemg greeted at the Economlc Jihad Congress organlsed by the o
Confederatlon of Malay Economlc Assoaatlons yesterday :

tracts inthe host countries. |
“Failure is a tragedy with a se-

vere lésson. We should learn from

our-mistakes. and not be discour-
.aged totry again.”

The congress. alms to reVNe ther

spirit of entrepreneurship among
* the Malays. Abdullah said it was a
religious duty for every Muslim to
do weil in the economy. :
Touching on' the Employees’

- Provident Fund (EPF) buymg a
majority stake in Rashid Hussain-

Bhd, the prime minister said the
pension fund. and its board would

not have :made the acquisition .

without thorough consideration.
He said -he was confident the
EPF would appoint professwna,ls
torunthebank, .
“I would be surprised if they d1d
not do so. They W111 deﬁmtely get

10 end this month, Abdutah ’fﬁld"
-he would make a decmomwhen
‘ the time came. '

~the best professmna,ls to do the -
“job;” he said when asked on the.

wisdom of the takeover as the EPF
did not have the expertlse o man-
age abank. ‘
"On Anti-Corruption Agency di- -
rector- general Datuk Zulkipli Mat’
Noor’s term in office, whight
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