N October 1997, Kazakh -
President Nursultan
Nazarbayev unveiled
. “Kazakhstan 2030: Pros-
perity, Security and Improve-
ment of Welfare of All Kaza-
khstanis”, along-term devel-

- opment strategy for the coun-

try. ;

Kazakhstan located inthe
centre of Eurasia, can serve as
atrade conduit between Chi-

; na, Russia, Europe and the
Muslim world, especially
Malaysia.

OnMarch 16, Kazakhstan
‘and Malaysia marked the 15th
anniversary of establishment
of diplomatic relations.

- Over that short period of -
time, both sides established
friendly and mutually-beneﬁ-
cialrelations. -~

A greatimpetus to that was
the opening in 1996 of the em-
bassies of Kazakhstan and.
Malaysia in Kuala Lumpur
and Almaty.

Kazakhstan-Malaysia rela-
tions-enjoy political dialogue
atthe highestlevel. -

In May 1996, Nazarbayev
madehis first official visit to
Malaysia.

- The same year in July, the
then-prime minister Tun Dr
Mahathir Mohamad recipro-
cated-with an official visit to
Kazakhstan.

In Febraary 2001, Nazar-
bayev visited Malaysia once

againin aprivate capacity and

metwith Dr Mahathir.

Akhan Bizhanov, Chairman
of the Kazakhstan Senate’s -
Committee on International
Affairs, Defénce and Security, -
said: “We have good contacts
with the old and new leader-
ship of the Malaysian govern-
ment. Between our visits, we

have signed anumber of doc- *

uments and understandings
*. which have brought our coun-
tries closer.”

Last year, Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad-
Badawi and a delegation from
Kazakhstan discussed the sta-
tus and outlook for Kaza-
khstan-Malaysia partnership.

In the course of the visit, a
"Double Taxation Avoidance -
Agreement, as well as a num-
ber of bilateral business mem-
oranda and agreements were
signed.

The official launch of the
Bahasa Malaysia version of . -
Nazarbayev's book Critical
Decade was done during that
visit.

like countries think great

‘Kazakhstan and Malaysm mark the 15th anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations this month. Both countries, multiethnic and
multireligious, boast of vibrant economies and tackle global issues in a

S|m||ar manner R ZEENEESHRl writes.
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Kazakh President Nursultan Nazarbayev (rlght) V|5|ted Prime Mlnlster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi in ]une in Putra]aya

khstanis alsoa multlethlc
country.”

Malaysia and' Kazakthstan
both multiethnic and multire-

ligious, have many similarities -
in the approaches te topical is- -

sues of global nature, such as
‘the fight against the terrorism
and drug trafficking, relations
between Muslim world and -

the West, the establishment of }

afair trade and investment
system for developmg coun-

* {ries.

. “Kazakhstan and Malaysia

co-operate within multilateral V

bodies, such as; United Na-

‘tions, OIC, Asian Dlalogue for

> Cooperatlon

The state visit has added an /,

enormous impetus to bilateral
contacts at various levels. .
‘Bizhanov said: “The 15
years of diplomatic relations. -
between Malaysia and Kaza-
khstanis a very nnportant one-
for both countries, since we -
share many qualities, includ-
ing politics, religion and cul-
ture. Like MalaySIa, Kaza-

Malaysia has the status of .
observerin CICA process,
while Kazakhstan intends to
jointhe Asean Regional Fo-
rum{ARF)in 2008.

Malaysia is a member of the :

working group onKaza-

- khstan’s accession in World
‘Trade Organisation.

“Kazakhstan is the leading

) economic power in Central

Asia, just as Malaysia is in

-Southeast Asia,” added/

R

Kazakhstan is the
leading economic
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ume between the two coun-
trieshas almost tripled,
“reaching US$35 million
- (RM121 million) in 2003.

. dropped to US$30 million, - -
whilein 2005, it doubled to
reach US$60 million. . - -

- Blzhanov

- Since 2002 the trade vol- :

In 2004, the number

Between January and

_ -November last year, trade

turnover reached US$56.5

“million (accordmg to Kazakh

data).
““The trade has notreached

* asufficient level for us and we
“ seealot of opportunity in our
~ relationship for the future. < -

Malaysiaisrichinitsre-

sourcesgand we are also, espe-
ciallyin eil. Also, investors can
tap our technology, such as -
radio and IT.”

Malaysian exports to Kaza-
- khstan include electrical ap-
pliances, chémical products, . -
-furniture, palm oil and ma-
_chinery. Itimports ¢crude min-

erals, metals and animal
products.

‘The second-meeting of the
Joint Kazakhstan-Malaysia -
Trade and Economic Commit-

teeis scheduled for this year in.

Astana.

The first meeting took place
in 1998 in Kuala Lumpur.

The committee is co-
chaired from the Malaysian
side by Minister of Interna-
tional Trade and Industry
Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

Over the last year; business
circles ofboth countries have
displayed more interest in de-

‘velopmg mutually-beneﬁma.l

ties.
‘In 2005, Kazakhstanadopt-

‘ed the Malaysian halal stan-

dard MS-1500. - - -
Kazakh busmesses took

partin the Malaysian Interna-
tional Halal Showcase (MI-.
HAS-2006), and they received
the first prize among foreign
exhibitors.

“The deterring factor in
trade and econoric co- opera-
tion is lack of transport corri-_
dors. 7

Assignificant part of export-
import deliveries between-
Kazakhstan and Malaysia is
carried out through the frani-
an port of Bandar Abbas.

Atthe same time, Malaysia-
made electronics and house-
hold electronic goods are re-
exported to Kazakhstan
through third countries, such
as, United Arab Emirates,
Russig and European states.

“We are looking into devel-
oping our trading with -

Malaysm via Chinese ports.

“We have very good rela-
tions with China and some-

~ times, I even call this relation-

ship apartnership. And we
are more than willing to em- _
ploy the co-operation of deliv-
ering the goods through Chi-
na,” said Bizhanov.

“Of course, itwouldbe alot - .

better to have direct flights
from Kuala Lumpur to Kaza-
khstan, either to A]maty or As- .
tana.

“Both countries have ex-
pressed their interestin intro-
ducing such a flight, and I be-

“ligve it will be a matter of time

beforéit’s done.”
Development of relations
between the two countries has
put Malaysia high on the pri--
ority list for the Kazakh stu-

_ dents willing to study abroad

under the presidential pro-
gramme “Bolashak™(“The

" Future” in Kazakh language).

As of December, 110 Kaza-

kh students expressed their

willingness to enrolin
Malaysian universities, pri-
marily in IT and techm'cal
courses.

“We also have well- devel-
oped sectors in Kazakhstan,
such as, chemistry, physics,
geology and miningscience.

_According to their scientific

merit, they are of world status

- and importance. We will be

glad if Malaysians see this as
an opportumty aswell
“We are-eager to diversify

--our economy. And we are

working in many of ourindus-
tries, especially machine -
building and modern science.

-We are focusing on science

sectors, as we need new tech-

' nologles in construction:

“President Nazarbayev re-
cently made a State of the Na-
tion address where he

" stressed on d1vers1fymg our

economy
“And in this aspect, we see a

“big potential in the current
_and future bilateral co-opera-

tion between Malaysia and .
Kazakhstan woe
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